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The  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Top  25  Variety  Set 

by 

Greg  Johnson 

The  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series  has  been  referred  to  as  an  extreme  series  due 
to  its  many  scarce  and  rare  dates.  Historically,  the  only  thing  rarer  than  the  quarters 
themselves  has  been  a  collector  who  pursues  the  set  by  die  variety.  Recent  increases 
in  the  popularity  and  availability  of  the  coins,  due  in  part  to  dealer  websites  and  in- 
ternet based  auctions,  have  spawned  a  small  but  dedicated  group  of  collectors  who 
specialize  in  Liberty  Seated  quarters  by  die  variety.  These  collectors  have  realized 
that  building  this  die  variety  set  presents  a  unique  numismatic  opportunity  for  those 
with  the  patience  and  persistence  to  undertake  the  challenge.  Similar  to  outdoor 
adventurers  who  were  compelled  to  combine  scuba  and  caving  into  the  extreme 
sport  known  as  cave  diving,  these  collectors  have  combined  the  Seated  quarter 
series  with  variety  collecting  to  create  an  extreme  numismatic  adventure. 

Formulating  a  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Top  25  Variety  Set  as  a  collecting  goal 
has  involved  detailed  discussions  and  input  from  both  advanced  Seated  quarter 
collectors  and  knowledgeable  dealers  with  many  years  of  experience.  The  effort  to 
assemble  the  list  was  announced  at  two  club  meetings  during  201 0  and  public  input 
was  solicited.  Then,  following  initial  consultation  with  some  well-known  collectors 
and  dealers,  interested  parties  were  invited  to  vote.  The  list,  as  chronicled  below, 
represents  an  effective  consensus  of  the  voters.  No  coin  included  on  the  list  received 
more  than  one  vote  for  removal  and  no  coin  excluded  from  the  list  received  more 
than  one  vote  for  inclusion.  Many  of  the  coins  on  the  list  were  unanimously  agreed 
upon.  In  the  event  of  ties  in  the  voting,  the  decision  as  to  which  coin  to  include  was 
made  based  on  a  buffet  approach  to  defining  the  overall  set.  The  buffet  approach 
refers  to  the  idea  of  not  including  too  many  varieties  of  a  single  kind;  for  example,  in 
a  tie  between  a  misplaced  date  variety  and  a  doubled  die  reverse  variety  the  decision 
was  made  based  on  how  many  other  varieties  of  each  kind  were  already  included 
in  the  set.  This  concept  also  applied  to  rarity,  since  the  desire  was  to  have  a  set  that 
included  some  rare  and  some  relatively  common  varieties.  A  couple  of  excessively 
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rare  varieties  were  bypassed  in  favor  of  more  generally  available,  but  equally  inter- 
esting and  equally  popular,  alternatives.  Without  further  preamble,  presented  below 
is  the  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Top  25  Variety  Set. 

Throughout  the  descriptions  in  the  Top  25  Variety  Set,  the  term  "Briggs"  will  refer 
to  The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  by 
Larry  Briggs  that  was  published  in  1991.  Additional  abbreviations  will  include  GJ 
for  Gobrecht  Journal,  CV  for  Collective  Volume,  LSCC  for  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club,  and  TPG  for  third  party  grading  service. 

1.  1839  Very  Long  Claws  Quarter 

The  1 839  very  long  claws  variety  with  the  large  beaded  border  obverse  was  origi- 
nally discovered  around  1990.  It  represents  the  third  reverse  type  that  was  used  on 
the  1 838  and  1 839  No  Drapery  quarters.  The  beaded  border  may  be  the  result  of  an 
anomaly  in  striking  that  left  the  denticles  from  2  o'clock  to  9  o'clock  on  the  obverse 
struck  in  higher  relief  than  the  rim.  Without  the  rim  to  protect  them,  they  wear  more 
quickly  than  other  features  on  the  coin,  giving  them  a  flattened  look  that  appears 
more  extreme  on  lower  grade  coins. 

Attribution:  As  the  name  suggests,  the  key  attribution  point  is  the  appearance  of 
the  eagle's  claws  on  the  reverse. 

Rarity:  The  1839  very  long  claws  variety  was  considered  very  rare  when  first 
discovered  with  only  one  example  known  in  1 991 .  By  1 993  the  LSCC  quarter  survey 
showed  4  examples  in  club  member  hands  while  24  specimens  were  reported  in 
the  2007  LSCC  quarter  survey.  Though  still  the  scarcest  die  variety  for  this  year,  it 
would  correctly  be  called  very  scarce  today.  In  March  2007  Seated  quarter  expert 
Ray  Lathrop  commented  in  Vol.  3,  No.  3  of  the  E-Gobrecht  Newsletter,  "Concerning 
the  Long  Claws  Seated  Quarter,  I  see  them  from  time  to  time  on  eBay,  so  while  they 
may  be  the  scarcest  variety,  I  don't  think  they're  rare." 

Condition:  The  average  grade  of  the  very  long  claws  variety  is  somewhat  less 
than  that  of  1839  quarters  in  general.  Although  a  few  nice  AU  and  uncirculated 
specimens  do  exist,  the  variety  becomes  increasingly  rare  with  grade.  Almost  all 
examples  are  weakly  struck  on  Liberty's  head  and  the  eagle's  left  facing  leg.  Finest 
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known  is  an  NGC  l\/IS62  coin,  seen  in  the  Gene  Bruder  inventory  at  the  2005  Central 
States  Convention.  This  example  was  prooflike  and  exhibited  a  weak  strike  in  the 
arrow  feathers,  similar  to  the  Briggs  plate  coin.  A  second  NGC  MS62  coin,  possibly 
the  same  coin,  appeared  as  Lot  #5773  in  the  Heritage  Long  Beach  Sale  of  February 
2001  and  realized  $1437.50. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  4-C.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #57,  reprinted 
in  CV  #4,  page  360,  David  Hensley;  Issue  #70,  reprinted  in  CV  #5,  page  369,  Larry 
O'Neil. 

2.  1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  Quarter 

The  1840-O  With  Drapery  Large  O  quarter  is  a  transitional  coin  between  the  No 
Drapery  and  With  Drapery  designs.  The  obverse  die  features  the  new  With  Drapery 
design,  while  the  reverse  was  struck  from  a  reworked  die  that  had  been  previously 
used  with  a  No  Drapery  obverse.  A  unique  feature  of  the  reverse  is  a  second  set 
of  denticles,  which  appear  to  have  been  hand  cut  during  the  reworking  of  the  die. 
During  May  2007  LSCC  members  voted  this  coin  #7  on  the  list  of  greatest  New 
Orleans  Seated  coins. 

Attribution:  The  obverse  design  has  drapery  at  the  elbow.  The  reverse  has  a 
Large  O  mintmark  centered  in  the  field  and  a  second  hand-cut  set  of  denticles. 
The  denticle  effect  is  evocative  of  the  1794  starred  reverse  cent,  featuring  94  stars 
engraved  within  the  reverse  denticles  and  famously  described  by  William  Sheldon 
as  "the  whim  of  an  idle  hour  at  the  Mint." 

Rarity:  In  The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  Larry 
Briggs  called  this  issue  the  "rarest  collectible  Seated  quarter."  At  that  time,  there 
were  1 6  verified  examples  in  all  grades.  Current  estimates  place  the  number  of  known 
specimens  at  35  to  40  pieces  in  all  grades  combined.  Six  examples  of  this  variety 
were  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  while  this  number  increased  to  1 1 
in  the  2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  Most  examples  of  this  variety  are  in  VG  or  lower  grades  and/or  have 
significant  problems.  All  of  the  known  pieces  have  characteristic  reverse  strike  weak- 
ness due  to  die  bulges  at  the  inside  of  the  eagle's  right  wing  near  the  shield,  the 
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right  facing  leg  and  the  arrow  feathers.  There  are  two  MS63  specimens  known  and 
one  grading  AU.  A  PCGS  MS63  coin  appeared  as  Lot  #632  in  the  Heritage  Sale  of 
March  2007  but  did  not  sell,  presumably  because  of  a  reserve  reportedly  in  excess 
of  $30,000.  A  second  PCGS  MS63  specimen  appeared  as  Lot  #651 0  in  the  Heritage 
ANA  Sale  of  July  1994  and  realized  $10,120.  The  two  coins  appear  to  be  different, 
with  the  second  piece  having  several  obverse  stars  more  weakly  struck  judging  from 
catalogue  photographs.  Several  XF  coins  have  been  seen,  although  most  have  been 
cleaned  and/or  damaged. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1 -A.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #36,  reprinted 
in  CV  #3,  page  251 ,  Walt  Bodine;  Issue  #36,  reprinted  in  CV  #3,  page  255,  John 
McCloskey;  Issue  #64,  reprinted  in  CV  #5,  page  373,  Jack  Marston;  Issue  #99, 
page  16,  Michael  Fey. 

3.  1841-0  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Quarter 

The  1841-0  doubled  die  obverse  quarter  was  rare  until  1982  when  the  discovery 
of  the  New  Orleans  hoard  increased  the  number  of  known  specimens  by  more  than 
200  pieces.  John  Kleeberg,  in  Numismatic  Finds  of  the  Americas,  indicated  the  hoard 
included  2000  examples  of  the  1 841  -0  quarter,  of  which  200  pieces  were  of  the  doubled 
dieobverse  variety.  A  definitive  inventory  of  the  hoard  was  never  created,  as  the  hoard 
site  was  open  to  the  public  and  gathered  immediate  attention  from  onlookers.  Area 
dealers  such  as  James  Cohen  viewed  much  of  the  material  in  the  secondary  market 
and  were  able  to  reasonably  speculate  as  to  its  original  contents. 

Attribution:  The  obverse  has  dramatically  doubled  stars  and  a  doubled  shield.  The 
reverse  has  a  unique  mintmark  location;  nearly  centered,  just  slightly  left  of  crotch. 

Rarity:  The  doubled  die  obverse  die  marriage  is  the  most  common  of  the  1 841  -O 
die  pairings.  Though  scarce,  it  cannot  be  considered  a  rare  coin.  Only  10  examples 
were  reported  by  club  members  in  the  1 993  LSCC  quarter  survey  and  only  1 5  in  the 
2007  club  survey,  though  there  were  many  unattributed  1841-0  quarters  reported 
in  both  surveys. 
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Condition:  The  majority  of  the  known  specimens  were  part  of  the  New  Orleans 
hoard  recovered  in  1982.  Many  of  these  pieces  have  problems  as  a  result  of  being 
in  the  ground  for  many  decades.  Examples  are  available  in  all  circulated  grades,  but 
are  generally  poorly  struck.  A  number  of  pieces  exist  in  lower  mint  state  grades. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  2-C.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #1 7,  reprinted 
in  CV  #1 ,  page  21 7,  Kenneth  Hill;  Issue  #42.  reprinted  in  CV  #3,  page  258,  Al  BIythe; 
Issue  #56,  reprinted  in  CV  #4,  page  366,  Chris  Pilliod. 

4.  1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter 

The  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  major  variety  and 
is  listed  in  all  major  catalogues  and  price  guides.  The  variety  appeared  in  print  as 
early  as  1881,  when  it  was  catalogued  in  John  Haseltine's  Type  Table.  During  May 
2007  LSCC  members  voted  this  coin  #6  on  the  list  of  greatest  New  Orleans  Seated 
coins.  PCGS  Coin  #5403. 

Attribution:  The  obverse  is  not  always  easy  to  identify  since  its  date  position  is 
similar  to  that  on  Large  Date  obverse  dies.  The  most  reliable  attribution  tool  is  the 
date  style.  Although  the  date  is  clearly  smaller  than  that  on  Large  Date  obverses,  it 
can  be  difficult  to  identify  without  a  Large  Date  quarter  for  side-by-side  comparison. 
Specifically,  the  flag  of  the  1  on  Small  Date  coins  is  notably  shorter  and  straighter 
than  on  Large  Date  pieces.  The  reverse  on  Small  Date  coins  can  be  distinguished 
from  all  but  one  of  the  Large  Date  reverses  by  mintmark  position.  Large  Date  Reverse 
D  illustrated  by  Briggs  has  a  similar  mintmark  position,  but  the  eagle's  claws  are 
drastically  different.  Reverse  D  has  a  transitional  open  claws  reverse  unique  to  that 
particular  die.  There  is  also  a  small  but  notable  die  lump  on  the  Small  Date  reverse 
near  a  denticle  between  the  left  most  pair  of  olive  leaves.  Late  die  states  of  the  reverse 
feature  a  notable  gouge  in  the  left  half  of  the  shield  from  damage  to  the  die. 

Rarity:  The  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  is  a  rare  coin  in  all  grades  and  has  been 
recognized  as  such  for  many  years.  Two  uncirculated  coins  are  known,  although 
specimens  in  XF/AU  or  better  grades  are  quite  rare.  An  NGC  MS61  coin  appeared 
as  Lot  #430  in  the  ANR  Kennywood  Sale  in  January  2005  and  sold  for  $21 ,850.  This 
coin  previously  appeared  as  Lot  #108  in  the  Bowers  Sale  in  August  1995  and  sold 


1842-0  Small  Date  Quarter 


7 


for  $13,750.  An  NGC  MS63  coin  appeared  as  Lot  #5177  in  the  Heritage  ANA  Sale 
in  August  2006  and  sold  for  $74,750.  This  coin  previously  appeared  as  Lot  #5308  in 
the  Heritage  Spring  ANA  Sale  in  March  1 995  and  sold  for  $1 0,890.  This  coin  currently 
resides  in  the  Gardner  Collection.  A  total  of  1 3  coins  were  reported  by  club  members 
in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  with  this  number  doubling  to  26  in  the  2007  club 
survey.  PCGS  has  certified  48  examples  of  this  variety  and  NGC  has  certified  36. 
Only  8  of  the  48  PCGS  coins  have  certified  grades  better  than  VF  while  one  has  to 
suspect  that  NGC  numbers  are  inflated  by  resubmissions  with  22  coins  reported  in 
grades  higher  than  VF30. 

Condition:  Examples  are  generally  well  struck  with  about  1 0%  of  them  having  die 
damage  resulting  in  a  depression  in  the  reverse  shield.  The  grade  profile  is  typical 
with  rarity  increasing  with  grade.  Although  26  coins  were  reported  in  the  2007  LSCC 
quarter  survey,  13  of  them  were  in  grades  below  Fine. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1-A,  Gobrecht  Journal  Article:  Issue  30,  reprinted 
in  CV  #2,  page  1 61 ,  Roy  Ash. 

5.  1843-0  Large  O  Quarter 

The  1 843-0  Large  O  quarter  has  been  recognized  as  a  major  variety  and  is  listed 
in  all  major  catalogues  and  price  guides. 

Attribution:  This  variety  is  straightfonA/ard  to  identify  as  the  mintmark  is  much 
larger  than  any  other  die  pairing  used  during  the  year. 

Rarity:  The  1843-0  Large  O  quarter  is  a  rare  coin  in  all  grades  and  has  been 
recognized  as  such  for  many  years.  At  least  one  uncirculated  specimen  is  known 
and  coins  in  XF/AU  grades  are  quite  rare.  The  Eliasberg  Coin  was  graded  MS65 
but  uncertified  as  Lot  #1434  in  the  Bowers  Sale  in  April  1997  and  sold  for  $14,300. 
An  ANACS  AU53  coin  appeared  as  Lot  #628  in  the  Heritage  Sale  in  February  2003 
and  sold  for  $31 05.  This  coin  currently  resides  in  an  NGC  AU55  holder.  A  total  of  1 2 
pieces  were  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  while  this  number  increased 
to  28  coins  in  the  2007  club  survey. 
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Condition:  Examples  are  generally  well  struck  but  produced  from  heavily  rusted 
dies.  Large  die  rust  lumps  appear  throughout  the  reverse.  The  rusted  reverse  is  quite 
distinctive  and  the  SEGS  grading  service  has  been  known  to  slab  coins  with  the 
reverse  side  showing  on  the  front  of  the  holder.  Although  28  pieces  were  reported 
in  the  2007  LSCC  quarter  survey,  17  of  them  were  in  grades  below  Fine. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  3-F. 

6.  1 844-0  Quarter  witli  the  1 843-0  Large  O  Reverse 

The  1843-0  Large  O  reverse  was  paired  with  an  1844  obverse  die  and  re-used 
to  strike  additional  coins,  creating  a  second,  unique  and  equally  interesting  variety. 
The  1844-0  quarter  with  the  1843-0  Large  O  reverse  was  unknown  at  the  time  the 
Briggs  reference  book  was  published.  It  was  later  discovered  by  Ray  Lathrop  in 
1993.  The  die  rust  lumps  noted  on  the  1843-0  coins  are  still  present,  but  the  1844 
version  also  features  two  die  alignments,  a  180  degree  die  rotation  or  medal  turn 
as  well  as  a  normal  coin  turn.  In  addition,  late  die  state  coins  have  very  heavy  die 
cracks  across  the  reverse.  Similar  180  degree  die  rotated  coins  were  produced  by 
the  New  Orleans  mint  during  this  period,  including  the  1844-0  half  dime,  1842-0 
half  dollar  and  1839-0  quarter  eagle,  all  of  which  were  struck  with  dies  in  both  coin 
turn  and  medal  turn  positions. 

Attribution:  The  1 844-0  quarter  with  the  1 843-0  Large  O  reverse  is  obvious  when 
found  with  180  degree  die  rotation.  In  fact,  no  other  New  Orleans  Seated  quarter 
is  known  with  this  rotation.  When  found  in  normal  coin  alignment  it  can  be  more 
challenging,  as  all  1 844-0  quarters  feature  a  Large  O  mintmark.  The  obverse  of  this 
1844-0  die  pairing  has  very  prominent  die  scratches  between  the  denticles  and  the 
12'^  and  13'^  stars.  The  reverse  is  notable  for  the  heavy  raised  die  rust  lumps,  the 
mintmark  embedded  in  the  crotch,  and  heavy  cracks  in  later  die  states. 

Rarity:  This  variety  is  rare  and  seems  to  occur  in  about  equal  numbers  with  rotated 
and  non-rotated  dies.  Reports  from  collectors  indicate  that  rotated  medal  turn  coins 
are  more  prevalent,  but  it  is  likely  that  the  ease  of  attribution  of  the  rotated  version 
makes  them  appear  to  be  more  common  relative  to  the  more  difficult  to  attribute 
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Field  Dot  Below  A  and  Die  Crack  Through  M 
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coins  with  normal  die  alignment.  The  variety  was  unknown  at  the  time  of  the  1993 
LSCC  quarter  survey  and  was  not  included  in  the  2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  This  variety  is  very  rare  in  grades  of  Fine  or  better. 

References:  Unlisted  in  Briggs.  Gobrecht  Journal  Article:  Issue  64,  reprinted  in 
CV  #5,  page  380,  Ray  Lathrop. 

7.  1847/47  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter 

The  1847  quarter  features  many  varieties,  including  both  an  1847/47  repunched 
date  variety,  and  a  doubled  die  reverse  variety.  However,  perhaps  the  most  interesting 
variety  for  this  issue  is  the  1 847/47  Doubled  Die  Reverse  quarter  with  a  combination 
of  the  two  dies  with  errors. 

Attribution:  On  the  obverse  the  repunching  of  the  47  in  the  date  is  clear  on  higher 
grade  coins.  In  lower  grades  the  obverse  can  be  identified  by  the  date  position,  which 
is  left  of  all  other  obverse  dies.  The  right  side  of  the  1  lines  up  with  the  fourth  shield 
line  on  this  die.  On  the  reverse  the  dramatic  doubling  is  most  evident  in  the  legend 
and  the  eagle's  claws. 

Rarity:  This  variety  is  rare,  but  not  extremely  rare  in  comparison  to  other  Seated 
quarter  varieties.  Only  4  coins  were  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  and 
that  number  remained  at  4  for  the  2007  club  survey. 


Doubled  Date  on  1847/47  Doubled  Die  Reverse  Quarter 


Doubled  Die  Reverse  on  1847/47  Quarter 
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Condition:  This  variety  can  be  found  in  all  grades,  roughly  equal  in  availability  to 
the  other  die  pairings  of  this  date.  At  least  one  mint  state  coin  and  a  few  AU  pieces 
are  known.  The  Gardner  Collection  coin  is  graded  PCGS  MS64,  and  it  is  labeled  on 
the  holder  as  "Dbid  Die  Rev." 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  2-A.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  50,  reprinted 
in  CV  #4,  page  372,  Harry  Salyards;  Issue  59,  reprinted  in  CV  #4,  page  374,  Chris 
Pilliod. 

8.  1848  Doubled  Date  Quarter  with  a  Compass  Point  Reverse 

There  are  only  two  known  die  pairings  for  the  1848  quarter.  Both  die  pairs  have 
repunched  dates,  one  has  a  doubled  date  and  the  other  a  tripled  date.  The  doubled 
date  variety  is  included  here  as  its  obverse  is  paired  with  a  compass  point  reverse. 
The  compass  point  reverse  appears  on  many  Seated  quarters  from  the  years  1847 
to  1858.  The  compass  point  effect  is  seen  on  other  U.S.  coinage  of  the  same  period 
and  is  thought  to  be  related  to  the  die  hubbing  process  introduced  after  1 835.  Craig 
Sholley  describes  this  process  in  his  article  in  Issue  #73  of  the  Gobreht  Journal.  This 
article  was  reprinted  in  CV  #5,  page  389. 

Attribution:  The  obverse  has  repunching  on  all  four  digits  in  the  date.  The  reverse 
has  a  compass  point  circular  gap  in  the  shield  lines  in  the  exact  geometric  center 
of  the  coin. 


1848  Doubled  Date  Quarter 


Compass  Point  Reverse  on  1848  Doubled  Date  Quarter 
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Rarity:  The  1 848  quarter  is  a  very  scarce  coin  in  circulated  grades  that  becomes 
very  rare  in  mint  state.  The  doubled  date  variety  with  the  compass  point  reverse 
appears  about  twice  as  often  as  the  tripled  date  variety.  A  total  of  25  examples  were 
reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  while  31  specimens  were  reported  in  the 
2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  This  variety  is  generally  well-struck  and  available  in  all  grades  except 
mint  state.  Rarity  increases  with  grade.  The  31  coins  reported  in  the  2007  quarter 
survey  were  listed  with  12  in  grades  of  VF  and  below,  12  in  the  XF  grades,  5  in  AU 
and  2  in  mint  state. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1-A. 

9.  1850  Quarter  with  Extra  1  on  Rim 

The  1 850  quarter  with  the  extra  1  on  the  rim  is  an  interesting  and  unique  misplaced 
date.  Apparently,  the  date  punch  very  nearly  missed  the  die  entirely.  One  disadvantage 
of  this  variety  is  that  at  least  a  mid-grade  coin  is  necessary  in  order  to  clearly  see  the 
misplaced  date.  The  rims  wear  more  quickly  than  any  other  part  of  the  design  so  that 
the  extra  1  on  the  rim  is  only  clear  on  coins  grading  choice  VF  or  better. 

Attribution:  The  attribution  of  this  variety  is  straightforward,  as  one  only  has  to 
look  for  the  extra  1  on  the  rim. 

Rarity:  This  variety  is  about  twice  as  rare  as  the  other  1850  die  pairing  without 
the  extra  1  on  the  rim.  A  total  of  33  examples  of  the  1850  quarter  were  reported  in 
the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey,  10  with  the  extra  1  on  the  rim  and  23  without  it.  In 
the  2007  club  survey  a  total  of  43  specimens  were  reported,  17  with  the  extra  1  on 
the  rim  and  26  without  it. 

Condition:  The  variety  is  well  struck,  as  are  all  of  the  Philadelphia  quarters  of  this 
year.  Rarity  increases  with  grade. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1-A. 


1850  Quarter  with  Extra  1  on  Rim 
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10.  1852/52  Quarter 

The  1852/52  quarter  would  be  just  another  repunched  date  but  for  the  fact  that 
the  obverse  die  was  used  on  proof  coins  of  this  date.  The  1852  quarter  is  a  scarce 
coin  in  all  grades  in  its  own  right.  The  1852/52  variety  is  rare,  making  up  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  available  Philadelphia  quarters  of  this  yean  It  is  not  unexpected 
that  a  proof  die  would  be  re-used  for  production  runs  during  a  year  in  which  only  two 
proof  coins  are  known  to  have  been  struck.  There  is  a  proof  coin  in  the  ANS  collection 
and  the  Pittman  specimen  is  the  second  piece,  a  coin  that  was  sold  as  Lot  #1 823  in 
the  Heritage  ANA  Sale  in  August  2008  for  $1 38,000  during  their  sale  of  the  Kaufman 
Collection.  Nonetheless,  the  1852  proof  quarter  represents  the  first  clear  cut  case 
of  a  Seated  quarter  proof  die  being  used  to  strike  coins  for  circulation. 

Attribution:  The  1 852/52  quarter  is  straightforward  to  identify  as  the  doubled  date 
is  visible  even  on  low  grade  coins.  The  date  position  is  also  unique  to  the  obverse 
die.  The  right  side  of  the  1  lines  up  between  vertical  shield  lines  6  and  7  as  opposed 
to  the  other  obverse  die  which  has  a  date  further  to  the  left,  the  right  side  of  the  1 
lining  up  with  vertical  shield  line  5.  A  second  diagnostic  is  the  bottom  tip  of  the  shield, 
which  points  to  the  space  between  the  1  and  8  on  the  1852/52  variety.  The  bottom 
tip  of  the  shield  points  to  the  8  on  the  other  obverse. 

Rarity:  The  1852/52  quarter  is  a  rare  date  that  becomes  increasingly  more  dif- 
ficult with  grade.  The  die  pair  probably  represents  less  than  10%  of  all  known  1852 
quarters.  There  were  only  two  1 852/52  quarters  among  the  twenty  one  1 852  quarters 
reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  and  only  10  doubled  date  coins  among 
the  46  pieces  reported  in  the  2007  club  survey.  In  a  recent  study  of  1852  quarters 
in  the  Heritage  Auction  archive,  only  five  examples  of  the  doubled  date  variety  were 
found  among  30  coins  attributed.  One  of  the  five  1 852/52  coins  included  in  the  study 
was  the  proof  from  the  Kaufman  Collection. 

Condition:  There  appear  to  be  more  high  grade  examples  of  the  1852/52  quarter 
than  one  would  expect  based  on  overall  rarity.  This  is  true  for  both  die  pairs  of  this  date 


Doubled  Date  on  1852/52  Quarter 
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and  is  undoubtedly  due  to  melting  of  circulating  coins  following  the  weight  change 
in  1853.  Most  1852  quarters  of  both  die  pairs  have  average  to  strong  strikes. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1-A. 

11.  1 853  No  Arrows  Quarter 

The  1 853  No  Arrows  quarter  is  a  long  recognized  and  popular  rarity  in  the  Seated 
quarter  series.  The  variety  was  recognized  as  early  as  1 867  when  it  was  catalogued 
by  W.  Elliot  Woodward  in  the  Mickley  sale.  During  May  2008  LSCC  members  voted 
it  #8  on  the  list  of  greatest  Philadelphia  Seated  coins.  PCGS  Coin  #5421 . 

Attribution:  This  variety  is  quite  easy  to  identify  by  the  absence  of  arrows  on  the 
obverse  and  rays  on  the  reverse.  Authentication,  however,  is  a  must  as  attempts  have 
been  made  to  alter  1858  quarters  and  pass  them  off  as  1853  No  Arrows  coins.  The 
alert  collector  will  have  no  trouble  spotting  this  alteration  as  the  date  styles  for  the 
two  issues  are  notably  different;  specifically,  the  1853  quarter  has  a  slanted  upright 
on  the  5  while  the  1858  quarter  has  a  more  erect  upright  on  the  5.  An  even  cruder 
attempt  at  alteration  showed  up  in  the  inventory  of  Seated  coinage  dealer  Rich  Uhrich 
several  years  ago.  This  coin  was  an  altered  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  quarter  with  the 
arrows  effaced.  The  rays  remained  on  the  reverse;  such  an  alteration  should  not  fool 
even  a  beginner.  The  coin  was  presented  by  Uhrich  as  an  alteration. 

Rarity:  The  1853  No  Arrows  quarter  is  a  rare  coin  that  is  difficult  to  find  in  any 
grade.  The  1853  No  Arrows  quarter  was  the  least  reported  of  the  Philadelphia  mint 
issues  in  the  1 993  LSCC  quarter  survey  with  a  total  of  1 2  examples  reported  by  club 
members.  That  number  increased  to  20  in  the  2007  quarter  survey.  PCGS  and  NGC 
have  each  certified  1 9  mint  state  pieces  while  PCGS  has  certified  30  circulated  coins 
and  NGC  only  half  as  many  at  15. 

Condition:  The  grade  profile  for  the  1853  No  Arrows  quarter  is  very  unusual  for 
a  Seated  coin.  There  may  be  more  uncirculated  examples  than  VF  coins.  Certainly, 
because  of  the  pricing  structure,  XF  and  better  grade  pieces  are  far  more  available 
than  lower  grade  coins.  Ten  of  the  20  pieces  reported  in  the  2007  club  survey  were 
in  AU  or  MS  grades. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1-A,  the  only  known  die  pair. 


1853  No  Arrows  Quarter  with  Slanted  Upright  on  5 
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12.  1853/4  Arrows  and  Rays  Quarter 

The  1853/4  quarter  is  a  common,  readily  available  coin  that  is  listed  in  major 
catalogues  and  price  guides.  PCGS  Coin  #5427. 

Attribution:  The  attribution  points  are  the  bar  of  the  4  which  appears  under  the 
3  in  the  date,  and  notable  repunching  of  the  right  arrow. 

Rarity:  This  variety  is  common  within  the  context  of  the  Seated  quarter  series.  A 
total  of  26  examples  were  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  and  the  num- 
ber increased  to  31  in  the  2007  club  survey.  Although  this  variety  represents  a  very 
small  percentage  of  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  quarters,  there  are  so  many  available 
that  this  variety  can  be  found  with  a  little  patience.  PCGS  has  certified  70  examples 
of  this  variety  while  NGC  has  certified  41 .  A  variety  waiting  to  be  found  is  an  1 853/4 
quarter  with  rotated  dies,  a  characteristic  seen  in  varying  degrees  on  many  1853 
Arrows  and  Rays  quarters. 

Condition:  This  variety  is  found  in  all  grades  including  mint  state,  but  it  is  more 
difficult  in  the  higher  grades. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1 -A.  Gobrecht  Journal  Article:  Issue  #22,  reprinted 
in  CV  #2,  page  173,  John  McCloskey. 


1853/4  Arrows  and  Rays  Quarter  with  4  Under  3  in  Date 


13.  1853-0  Filled  O  Quarter 

More  than  80  reverse  dies  were  used  to  strike  Seated  quarters  at  the  New  Orleans 
branch  mint.  Only  one  of  these  dies  deteriorated  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  a 
Filled  O  die  state.  The  Filled  0  reverse  was  also  paired  with  a  unique  and  interesting 
obverse  die  featuring  heavy,  circular  die  polish  lines  and  poor  detail  even  on  high 
grade  coins. 

Attribution:  The  obverse  has  heavy  circular  die  polish  lines  around  the  shield 
and  an  indistinct,  unreadable  LIBERTY.  This  obverse  was  also  paired  with  at  least 
two  other  reverses.  The  reverse  has  a  Filled  O  in  late  die  states.  There  is  a  die  crack 
running  through  the  0  mintmark  and  clash  marks  above  and  below  the  right  wing 
in  early  die  states. 
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Rarity:  This  is  a  rare  variety  although  when  considered  in  all  grades  and  die 
states  it  is  probably  not  very  rare.  A  total  of  6  examples  of  this  variety  were  reported 
in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  while  this  number  increased  to  8  in  the  2007  club 
survey. 

Condition:  Most  examples  grade  Good  and  anything  better  than  Very  Good  in 
quite  rare. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  3-E.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #25,  reprinted 
in  CV  #2,  page  170,  John  McCloskey;  Issue  #27,  reprinted  in  CV  #2,  page  172, 
John  McCloskey;  Issue  #105,  page  36,  Greg  Johnson. 


Filled  O  Mintmark  on  1853-0  Quarter 


14.  1853-0  /  Horizontal  O  Quarter 

The  1 853-0  /  Horizontal  O  quarter  was  unknown  when  the  Briggs  reference  book 
was  published,  but  was  discovered  a  short  time  later  in  1992  by  Larry  Briggs. 

Attribution:  The  only  reliable  method  of  attribution  is  by  the  mintmark  itself.  Lower 
grade  coins,  or  those  with  debris  filling  the  mintmark,  can  be  attributed  using  mint- 
mark  position  although  it  is  a  challenge  to  do  so. 

Rarity:  This  variety  is  rare,  but  not  extremely  rare.  A  number  of  lower  grade  coins 
remain  unattributed  and  can  be  found  with  some  searching.  A  total  of  2  examples 
of  this  variety  were  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  while  this  number 
increased  to  5  in  the  2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  No  uncirculated  specimens  are  known,  but  at  least  two  certified  AU 
pieces  exist.  Only  one  example  reported  in  the  2007  survey  graded  as  high  as  XF. 
Any  piece  in  a  VF  or  better  grade  has  to  be  considered  very  rare. 

References:  Unlisted  in  Briggs.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #58,  reprinted 
in  CV  #4,  page  376,  Larry  Briggs;  Issue  #72,  reprinted  in  CV  #5,  page  394,  Larry 
O'Neil. 
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1853-0  New  Orleans  Mintmark  over  Horizontal  O 

15.  1854-0  Huge  O  Quarter 

The  1854-0  Huge  O  quarter  is  the  most  obvious,  and  possibly  the  most  popular, 
Seated  quarter  variety.  PCGS  Coin  #5434. 

Attribution:  The  extremely  large  and  misshapen  New  Orleans  mintmark  is  im- 
mediately apparent. 

Rarity:  Very  scarce  but  not  rare.  A  total  of  1 2  examples  of  this  variety  were  reported 
in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey,  and  this  number  increased  to  only  14  in  the  2007 
club  survey.  PCGS  and  NGC  have  certified  43  and  34  examples  respectively,  but 
there  were  only  9  better  than  XF  at  both  services  combined. 


1854-0  Huge  O  Quarter 
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Condition:  This  variety  is  unknown  in  mint  state  and  quite  rare  in  XF  and  better 
grades.  The  finest  known  example  is  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection  where  it  appeared 
as  Lot  #1458  in  the  Bowers  sale  of  April  1997  and  sold  for  $4620.  It  was  uncertified 
in  that  sale  and  graded  AU55,  but  is  presently  in  a  PCGS  AU58  holder.  The  PCGS 
census  reveals  no  other  AU  specimens,  and  eight  certification  events  in  the  EF40 
to  EF45  range.  NGC  reports  one  coin  each  at  the  AU50,  AU55,  and  AU58  levels, 
along  with  five  coins  in  the  EF40  to  EF45  range.  An  NGC  AU50  coin  appeared  as  Lot 
#1058  in  the  ANR  LaBelle  Sale  in  July  2005  and  sold  for  $12,075.  This  piece  was 
later  conserved  and  reappeared  on  the  secondary  market  in  an  AU55  holder. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  1 -A.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #9,  reprinted 
in  CV  #1 ,  page  225,  Kamal  Ahwash;  Issue  #36,  reprinted  in  CV  #3,  page  268,  Harry 
Smith. 

16.  1854-0  Crumbled  Obverse  Die  Quarter 

The  1 854-0  quarter  struck  from  a  crumbled  obverse  die  is  much  more  elusive  than 
the  more  famous  and  popular  Huge  O  variety.  It  is  found  in  early  and  late  die  states 
with  varying  amounts  of  deterioration  in  and  around  the  date  and  right  arrow. 

Attribution:  The  4  in  the  date  is  partially  filled  in  and  there  is  a  large  chunk  of 
metal  on  top  of  the  right  arrow. 

Rarity:  Very  rare.  One  can  generally  find  4  or  5  Huge  O  coins  for  every  crumbled 
obverse  die  piece.  A  total  of  3  coins  were  reported  in  the  1 993  LSCC  quarter  survey 
and  this  total  increased  to  only  4  in  the  2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  One  example  known  in  mint  state,  but  this  variety  is  still  very  rare  in 
XF  and  better  grades. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  3-B.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #76,  reprinted 
in  CV  #5,  page  396,  John  McCloskey;  Issue  #78,  reprinted  in  CV  #5,  page  398, 
Ray  Lathrop. 
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17.  1856  Quarter  with  Flag  of  1  in  Skirt 

The  1856  quarter  with  the  flag  of  a  1  in  the  skirt,  despite  being  unlisted  in  Briggs, 
is  a  relatively  common  variety  that  can  be  found  with  a  little  patience. 

Attribution:  There  is  a  flag  of  a  1  in  the  skirt  just  to  the  right  of  the  obverse 
shield. 

Rarity:  The  variety  does  not  appear  to  be  rare,  though  it  can  be  challenging  to 
find  a  nice,  original  example. 

Condition:  Available  in  all  grades  but  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  find  in  AU  and 
MS  condition  than  in  the  lower  grades. 

References:  Unlisted  in  Briggs. 


1856  Quarter  with  Flag  of  1  In  Skirt 


18.  1856-S/s  Quarter 

The  1856-S/s  quarter  is  a  well-known  and  popular  variety  among  specialists.  The 
popularity  and  respect  accorded  this  variety  is  enhanced  by  its  Redbook  listing.  The 
fact  that  it  requires  a  glass  and  some  extra  effort  to  examine  the  coin  specifically 
for  the  repunched  mintmark  makes  it  less  than  obvious  to  casual  collectors.  Until 
recently,  this  variety  could  be  cherry  picked  regularly  by  those  who  knew  how  to 
look  for  it.  PCGS  Coin  #5441 . 

Attribution:  The  Small  s  mintmark  is  clearly  visible  underneath  the  Large  S.  On 
very  low  grade  coins  it  is  difficult  to  use  mintmark  position  for  attribution  because 
there  was  another  reverse  die  used  on  1856-S  quarters  that  has  a  very  similar  mint- 
mark  placement. 

Rarity:  The  1856-S  quarter  is  a  very  scarce  to  rare  date  in  all  grades.  The  1856- 
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S/s  variety  has  been  estimated  to  make  up  from  10%  to  25%  of  all  1856-S  quarters. 
Recently,  this  variety  has  been  much  more  difficult  to  find  than  those  estimates  would 
suggest.  PCGS  and  NGC  have  certified  a  total  of  12  coins  combined.  There  were  6 
examples  of  this  variety  reported  in  the  1 993  LSCC  quarter  survey  while  this  number 
increased  to  12  in  the  2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  Most  examples  tend  to  be  in  low  grades  of  VG  or  less.  The  highest 
graded  specimen  at  PCGS  is  VF25.  A  number  of  other  pieces  exist  with  better  detail, 
but  most  will  not  grade  at  a  major  third  party  grading  service.  An  NGC  AU58  coiri 
is  the  finest  known  specimen  by  a  substantial  margin.  This  coin  came  out  of  the 
Evergreen  Collection  handled  by  Legend  Numismatics  in  early  2002.  This  piece  later 
appeared  as  Lot  #525  in  Stack's  August  2007  sale  and  sold  for  $39,100.  The  piece 
currently  resides  in  the  Gardner  Collection. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  4-E.  Gobrecht  Journal  Article:  Issue  #84,  page  38, 
Scott  Pavlik. 


IVIintmark  on  1856-S/s  Quarter 


19.  1857  Smoking  Liberty  Quarter 

The  1857  Smoking  Liberty  quarter  is  a  recent  discovery  that  is  not  listed  in  the 
Briggs  reference  book.  It  came  to  the  attention  of  Seated  quarter  collectors  when 
three  examples  were  offered  for  sale  at  auction  by  David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins  in 
August  2009.  The  write  up  of  these  first  three  pieces  states,  "This  and  the  next  two 
coins  come  from  the  now  famous  Saverio  Barbieri  Cache  of  28  pieces,  26  of  which 
have  been  authenticated,  graded  and  encapsulated  by  Dominion  Grading  Service 
(DGS).  Discovered  in  2000,  Barbieri  searched  through  over  30,000  Seated  Liberty 
quarters  dated  1857  and  was  able  to  find  only  28  pieces.  With  much  anticipation, 
these  attributed  pieces  are  offered  here  for  the  first  time." 

Attribution:  The  die  break  at  Liberty's  left  facing  hand  makes  it  appear  that  she 
is  holding  a  cigarette  at  first  glance. 

Rarity:  This  variety  can  be  considered  rare.  Although  there  is  clear  reason  to 
question  the  claim  that  30,000  coins  have  been  searched,  it  is  an  obvious  variety 
that  is  clearly  not  common. 
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Condition:  In  addition  to  the  28  pieces  confirmed  by  David  Lawrence  Rare  Coins 
and  DGS,  at  least  two  mint  state  specimens  are  known,  the  finest  of  these  being  a 
coin  that  has  been  graded  PCGS  MS64.  It  would  appear  that  the  variety  exists  in 
all  grades. 

References:  Unlisted  in  Briggs. 


1857  Smoking  Liberty  Quarter 


20.  1857  Quarter  with  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Clash 

The  1857  quarter  with  clash  marks  from  a  Flying  Eagle  Cent  die  is  a  unique 
coin  in  the  series.  While  it  would  seem  that  there  is  no  way  for  this  to  happen  by 
accident,  one  would  be  hard  pressed  to  propose  a  good  reason  for  it  to  have  been 
done  on  purpose.  A  number  of  suspicious  issues  originate  in  this  year.  The  1857 
Flying  Eagle  cent  is  known  with  clash  marks  which  originated  from  a  double  eagle 


1857  Quarter  with  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Clash  Above  Left  Wing 
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obverse  (Snow-7),  elsewhere  with  clash  marks  originating  from  a  Seated  half  dollar 
(Snow-9),  and  finally  with  clash  marks  originating  from  a  Seated  quarter  (Snow-8). 
The  author  recalls  seeing  a  complete  set  exhibited  several  years  ago  at  a  major  coin 
show.  Two  possible  explanations  might  be,  the  Mint  was  either  highly  incompetent 
or  deliberately  creative  with  regard  to  the  clashes  found  on  1857  coinage. 

Attribution:  The  reverse  of  the  quarter  has  parts  of  the  Flying  Eagle  cent  design 
showing  above  and  below  the  left  facing  wing,  above  the  right  wing  and  within  the 
shield.  Attribution  is  easiest  on  high-grade  coins.  The  most  obvious  clash  mark, 
which  can  consistently  be  identified  on  coins  in  VF  or  better  condition,  is  above  the 
left  wing. 

Rarity:  This  variety  is  very  rare  and  has  not  been  included  in  either  LSCC  quarter 
survey. 

Condition:  NGC  has  attributed  and  certified  an  MS63  coin  and  another  AU  coin. 
PCGS  has  attributed  three  pieces;  one  each  in  grades  of  VF30,  AU50,  and  MS64. 
Since  the  clashing  is  not  visible  on  coins  grading  much  less  than  VF,  the  majority  of 
the  known  pieces  have  XF/AU  details. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  6-F 

21.  1861  Type  II  Obverse  /  Type  I  Reverse  Quarter 

During  the  years  from  1859  to  1861  the  Type  I  Seated  quarter  dies  used  at  that 
time  were  phased  out  in  favor  of  the  new  Type  II  dies.  Mules  combining  a  Type  I  ob- 
verse with  a  Type  II  reverse  were  produced  during  1 859.  Mules  combining  a  Type  II 
obverse  with  a  Type  I  reverse  were  produced  in  1 860  and  1 861 .  The  1 859  and  1 860 
mules  are  scarce,  but  the  1 861  mule  is  a  legitimately  rare  coin.  Interestingly,  despite 
its  rarity,  there  are  two  distinct  die  pairings  for  this  variety. 

Attribution:  Type  II  obverse:  Shield  lines  added  above  the  E  in  LIBERTY;  Lib- 
erty's head,  face  and  hair  redesigned.  Type  I  reverse;  Eagle's  eye  concave,  final  A 
in  AMERICA  lower  than  the  other  letters  in  the  legend. 


1861  Type  II  Obverse  Quarter  with  a  Type  I  Reverse 
Shield  Lines  Above  E  Concave  Eagle's  Eye 
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Rarity:  The  1861  Type  ll/l  mule  is  a  very  rare  variety.  There  were  7  examples 
reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  but  only  5  reported  in  the  2007  club 
survey.  Estimates  put  the  number  of  examples  well  below  1  %  of  the  total  population 
of  1861  quarters. 

Condition:  This  variety  appears  in  all  grades,  roughly  in  proportion  to  the  other 
existing  die  pairings  for  the  issue. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pairings  1-A  and  2-A.  Gobrecht  Journal  Article:  Issue 
#43,  reprinted  in  CV  #3,  page  272,  Bill  Cregan. 

22.  1873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  Quarter 

The  1873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  quarter  is  a  well  known  variety  that  is  listed  in  the 
major  catalogues  and  price  guides.  PCGS  Coin  #5484. 

Attribution:  The  1 873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  quarter  can  be  identified  by  the  absence 
of  arrows  on  both  sides  of  the  date  and  a  Closed  3  that  has  a  very  narrow  open- 
ing at  its  center.  The  more  challenging  task  is  ensuring  that  the  piece  is  a  business 
strike  coin  and  not  a  proof.  Proof  coins  are  much  more  plentiful  with  a  mintage  of 
600  pieces,  and  feature  a  date  position  that  is  very  close  to  that  of  circulation  strike 
coins.  The  key  feature  that  identifies  proof  coins  is  described  by  Briggs:  There  is  a 
die  cut  1 .2mm  long  that  crosses  the  left  outlines  of  the  reverse  shield  0.4mm  below 
the  lowest  horizontal  line  on  proof  coins. 

Rarity:  This  variety  is  rare.  There  were  13  pieces  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC 
quarter  survey  and  19  business  strike  specimens  reported  in  the  2007  club  survey. 
There  have  been  a  total  of  23  business  strike  coins  certified  by  PCGS  and  9  certified 
by  NGC. 

Condition:  Most  specimens  are  in  low  grade  and/or  have  problems.  This  variety 
becomes  excessively  rare  in  XF  and  better  grades.  The  highest  graded  specimen 
is  the  NGC  MS63  coin,  ex.  Bass,  ex.  Boosel,  which  appeared  as  Lot  #2785  in  the 
Heritage  FUN  sale  in  January  2008  and  sold  for  $74,750.  This  coin  has  been  no 
stranger  to  the  auction  block  with  at  least  five  appearances  since  1999. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pairs  2-B  and  3-B.  Gobrecht  Journal  Article:  Issue  #99, 
page  30,  Len  Augsburger. 


1873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  Quarter 
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23.  1877-S  /  Horizontal  S  Quarter 

The  1 877-S/Horizontal  S  quarter  is  a  well  known  variety  listed  in  the  major  catalogues 
and  price  guides.  PCGS  Coin  #5507. 

Attribution:  This  variety  is  quite  easy  to  identify  by  its  unusual  mintmark  with  an 
earlier  horizontal  S  mintmark  below  the  standard  upright  S  mintmark. 

Rarity:  This  issue  was  not  listed  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey  and  only  7 
specimens  were  reported  in  the  2007  club  survey.  Despite  the  limited  number  of 
examples  reported  in  the  most  recent  club  survey,  this  variety  is  quite  common  and 
readily  available.  PCGS  and  NGC  have  certified  88  examples  combined. 

Condition:  This  variety  is  available  in  all  grades,  including  mint  state.  PCGS  and 
NGC  have  listed  20  total  examples  in  MS64  with  6  finer. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  4-D. 


1877-S  /  Horizontal  S  Mintmark 


24.  1878-CC  Cancelled  Obverse  Die  Quarter 

This  is  an  interesting  and  unique  issue  in  which  the  obverse  die  was  defaced  prior 
to  being  used  to  strike  coins.  Although  called  the  cancelled  die  obverse,  and  while 
the  nature  of  the  damage  to  the  die  would  suggest  a  deliberate  act,  it  is  unlikely  the 
intent  was  to  actually  cancel  the  die.  Dies  known  to  have  been  deliberately  defaced 
in  order  to  cancel  them  show  much  more  severe  and  widespread  damage. 

Attribution:  This  obverse  die  has  a  long,  heavy  die  scratch  starting  from  Liberty's 
right  kneecap  and  extending  to  the  left  arm. 

Rarity:  The  variety  is  scarce  but  it  can  be  found  in  all  grades  with  patience.  A 
total  of  12  pieces  were  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter  survey,  but  only  7  were 
reported  in  the  2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  Generally  well  struck,  but  from  heavily  rusted  dies.  High  grade 
specimens  tend  to  be  prooflike. 

References:  Briggs  Die  Pairs  1  -A  and  1  -B.  Gobrecht  Journal  Article:  Issue  #48, 
reprinted  in  CV  #3,  page  295,  Bill  Fivaz. 
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1878-CC  Cancelled  Obverse  Quarter 

25.  1891  Quarter  with  Extra  89  in  Denticles 

Repunched  and  misplaced  dates  were  relatively  common  occurrences  during  the 
early  years  of  the  Seated  quarter  series,  but  very  unusual  during  the  later  years. 

Attribution:  Identifying  this  variety  requires  verifying  the  appearance  of  the  tops 
of  an  8  and  a  9  in  the  denticles  below  the  date. 

Rarity:  A  rare  variety.  Only  one  example  was  reported  in  the  1993  LSCC  quarter 
survey  while  this  number  increased  to  7  in  the  2007  club  survey. 

Condition:  Although  rare,  the  reported  pieces  do  appear  in  a  wide  range  of  grades. 
The  2007  club  survey  included  2  coins  in  mint  state,  2  in  XF  and  3  in  FA/F. 


1891  Quarter  with  Extra  89  in  Denticles 
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References:  Briggs  Die  Pair  7-G.  Gobrecht  Journal  Articles:  Issue  #34,  reprinted 
in  CV  #3,  page  50,  Bill  Fivaz;  Issue  #54,  reprinted  in  CV  #4,  page 402,  Gerald  Kochel; 
Issue  #61 ,  reprinted  in  CV  #4,  page  403,  Jack  White. 

One  of  the  most  appealing  aspects  of  coin  collecting  is  the  freedom  of  the  collector 
to  define  his/her  own  collection.  It  can  also  be  very  rewarding  to  have  a  more  defined 
objective  that  can  be  shared  with  other  collectors.  The  purpose  of  this  Top  25  listing 
is  to  provide  just  such  a  collecting  objective.  The  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series 
includes  a  very  large  number  of  varieties  of  all  types  -  minor  and  major,  subtle  and 
obvious,  common  and  rare.  There  was  no  attempt  made  in  formulating  this  list  to 
include  only  major,  only  obvious,  or  only  rare  varieties;  rather,  the  completion  of  the 
set  should  leave  the  collector  with  representatives  of  each  kind  of  Seated  quarter 
variety.  Certainly,  the  set  includes  the  well  known  major  varieties  that  already  have  a 
PCGS  number,  but  the  balance  of  this  set  has  been  selected  to  provide  the  collector 
with  a  sort  of  variety  type  set. 

The  discussions  and  the  voting  that  led  to  the  formulation  of  this  set  revealed  an 
entirely  expected  diversity  of  opinion  regarding  the  issues  to  be  included.  Many  of 
the  differences  of  opinion  were  centered  upon  how  individual  collectors  defined  the 
terms  top  and  variety.  There  were  those  who  felt  strongly  that  rarity  be  the  key  criterion 
for  anything  called  top.  Others  felt  that  visibility  to  the  unassisted  eye  was  paramount. 
Still  other  collectors  ranked  coins  amongst  the  top  based  on  very  subjective  personal 
factors.  There  were  just  as  many  interpretations  of  the  term  variety.  In  fact,  at  least 
one  correspondent  defined  variety  to  exclude  any  coin  that  already  had  a  PCGS 
number  assigned  to  it. 

The  candidate  selection  and  voting  process  was  designed  to  circumvent  such 
semantic  arguments  and  to  identify  a  representative  group  of  worthy  coins  to  make  up 
the  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Top  25  Variety  Set.  Completion  of  this  set  is  a  substantial 
challenge  that  will  leave  the  variety  collector  with  an  interesting  and  appealing  set 
of  which  he/she  can  be  justifiably  proud.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  wish 
good  luck  to  anyone  who  accepts  the  challenge  provided  in  completing  this  new 
collecting  objective! 


1843-0  Large  O  Quarter 


26 


Top  25  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Variety  Set 
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Some  of  the  well  known  major  varieties  in  the  Top  25  Variety  Set  have  been 
described  in  the  numismatic  literature  and  recognized  by  the  major  third  party  grading 
services.  Six  of  the  varieties  in  the  Top  25  set  have  been  listed  in  the  Redbook, 
included  in  the  PCGS  Registry  with  Major  Varieties  Set  and  the  NGC  Registry  Set. 
These  are  the  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter,  the  1853  No  Arrows  quarter,  the  1853/4 
quarter,  the  1854-0  Huge  O  quarter,  the1873  No  Arrows  Closed  3  quarter  and  the 
1877-S/Horizontal  S  quarter.  The  1856-S/s  quarter  has  been  listed  in  the  Redbook 
and  is  included  in  the  NGC  Registry  Set  but  is  not  included  in  the  PCGS  Registry 
witti  Major  Varieties  Set. 

The  rarity  rating  for  each  variety  in  the  set  is  an  estimate  of  its  rarity  in  all  grades. 
R1  means  that  more  than  1000  examples  of  the  variety  are  estimated  to  exist,  R2 
between  501  and  1000  examples,  R3  between  251  and  500  examples,  R4  between 
76  and  250  examples,  and  R5  between  31  and  75  examples. 
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An  1868  Aluminum  Proof  Set  Mystery 


Dennis  Hengeveld  prepared  a  very  informative  article  entitled  Off-Metal  Liberty 
Seated  Trial  Pieces  that  was  published  in  Issue  #110  of  the  journal.  This  article 
described  off-metal  trial  pieces  that  were  struck  from  regular  dies  and  it  included 
a  photograph  of  a  very  rare  sixteen  piece  1868  aluminum  proof  set  that  illustrated 
coins  from  an  Indian  Head  cent  to  a  Liberty  Head  double  eagle.  This  set  included 
five  proof  Liberty  Seated  coins,  a  Seated  half  dime,  dime,  quarter,  half  dollar  and 
dollar  for  the  year  1868.  This  illustration  was  supposed  to  show  an  example  of  the 
aluminum  presentation  sets  that  are  the  source  for  some  of  the  off-metal  Seated 
coins  that  exist  today. 

While  reviewing  the  Hengeveld  article  for  publication  I  noticed  something  very 
unusual  in  the  photograph  that  I  could  not  explain.  I  have  included  a  portion  of  that 
photograph  to  illustrate  the  source  of  my  concern.  This  picture  segment  shows  the 
images  of  four  Liberty  Seated  coins  in  the  center  with  five  gold  coins  above  and  three 
smaller  denomination  coins  below.  The  four  Seated  coins  show  images  of  what  should 
be  the  dime,  quarter,  half  dollar  and  dollar  coins  from  left  to  right.  The  Seated  image 
on  the  left  is  clearly  the  obverse  of  a  dime  with  the  upright  shield  and  the  lettering 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  in  an  arc  around  the  periphery.  The  second  Seated 
coin  on  the  left  is  the  obverse  of  a  quarter  with  the  thirteen  stars  pointing  to  each 
other  in  an  arc  around  the  periphery. 

The  two  Seated  coins  on  the  right  should  be  the  half  dollar  and  dollar  coins  from 
the  set.  Both  coins  have  the  thirteen  stars  pointing  to  the  rims  in  an  arc  around  the 
periphery  as  would  be  expected  for  these  denominations  but  there  are  other  features 
in  the  images  that  are  not  appropriate  for  the  two  denominations.  The  second  Seated 
coin  from  the  right  has  the  correct  size  for  a  half  dollar  but  it  has  a  strong  drapery  fold 
that  runs  from  above  the  elbow  to  well  below  the  knee.  This  is  not  the  proper  design 
for  a  coin  struck  from  the  regular  dies  of  an  1868  half  dollar.  The  regular  obverse 
die  for  this  date  should  only  have  weak  drapery  lines  that  run  from  the  elbow  to  the 
knee  below. 

A  similar  problem  occurs  in  the  image  of  the  Seated  dollar  illustrated  on  the  right. 
This  image  was  the  proper  size  for  a  dollar  coin  but  it  has  only  very  weak  drapery  at 
the  elbow  when  it  should  have  much  bolder  drapery  beginning  well  above  the  elbow 
and  extending  down  below  the  knee.  I  can  only  conclude  that  the  half  dollar  and 
Seated  dollar  coins  illustrated  in  the  photograph  were  not  struck  from  the  regular 
dies  for  this  date. 

In  order  to  resolve  the  problems  that  I  had  encountered  with  the  1868  off-metal 
aluminum  proof  set  I  consulted  my  copy  of  the  Judd  pattern  book.  In  this  book  I  found 
Judd-651  and  Judd-652  coins  listed  as  1 868  aluminum  proof  half  dollars  and  dollars 
that  were  struck  from  regular  dies  for  the  year.  The  illustrations  in  the  Judd  book  clearly 
show  the  correct  regular  dies  for  the  two  denominations.  This  information  created  a 
more  serious  problem!  I  now  had  a  picture  containing  two  coins  that  were  unlisted 
in  the  numismatic  literature  and  identified  only  by  their  pictures  in  a  photograph. 

At  this  point  I  contacted  Dennis  Hengeveld  by  e-mail  describing  the  problems 
I  had  encountered  and  asked  him  to  contact  the  owner  of  the  aluminum  proof  set 
to  see  if  he  could  provide  us  with  an  explanation  for  what  I  had  observed.  It  didn't 
take  long  for  us  to  obtain  a  reasonable  explanation  for  the  possible  existence  of  the 
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Picture  Segment  of  1868  Aluminum  Proof  Set 

two  unlisted  coins.  I  must  say  that  the  research  on  this  numismatic  image  was  a 
fascinating  adventure  while  the  resulting  explanation  brought  a  disappointing  end 
to  a  promising  story. 

It  seems  that  the  1868  aluminum  proof  set  was  originally  stored  in  the  case  as 
shown  in  the  photograph.  However,  the  owner  wished  to  preserve  his  coins  in  a  more 
secure  manner  and  therefore  removed  them  from  the  case  and  had  them  individually 
graded  and  slabbed.  This  was  done  before  the  coins  were  photographed  in  their 
presentation  case!  The  owner  felt  that  an  image  of  the  coins  in  their  original  case 
would  provide  a  more  historical  setting  in  which  to  show  the  coins  but  he  did  not 
want  to  remove  all  of  the  pieces  from  their  holders  in  order  to  have  the  photograph 
taken.  The  photographer  was  therefore  instructed  to  take  a  picture  of  the  empty 
case  and  then  insert  the  individual  image  of  each  coin  into  its  proper  slot  with  its 
proper  diameter  while  preparing  the  composite  photograph.  This  is  the  image  that 
was  presented  for  publication  in  Issue  #110  of  the  journal.  Unfortunately  it  appears 
that  the  photographer  inadvertently  interchanged  the  images  of  the  half  dollar  and 
dollar  coins  when  placing  them  into  the  composite  photograph.  Since  the  images 
are  sized  for  the  denomination  they  are  intended  to  represent,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  detect  this  placement  error  without  a  microscopic  examination  of  the  improperly 
placed  photographs. 

This  is  a  good  example  to  show  that  a  picture  in  a  book  does  not  necessarily 
guarantee  that  the  illustrated  coin  does  in  fact  exist.  I  have  encountered  cases  where 
an  illustrated  die  pairing  was  really  a  composite  image  with  the  obverse  of  one  coin 
and  the  reverse  of  another  coin.  For  this  reason  I  don't  like  to  claim  that  a  specific 
die  pairing  exists  until  I  have  actually  seen  an  example  of  it. 

The  Editor 
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HALF  DIMES 

1842-0   XF40   $1000 

1844-  0  Small  0,  VF30    1200 

1846      AU50    9000 

1852-  0  AU50    500 

1853      VG10,  No  Arrows   250 

1853      G6,  No  Arrows   175 

1853-  0  XF40,  No  Arrows   3000 

1861/0    AU55    550 

1865      MS63   3000 

1868  VF20    325 

DIMES 

1837  VF20,  Small  Date   $350 

1842-0  AU50    1300 

1844      VF30    1000 

1844      F15   500 

1845-  0   AU55    3700 

1846      PGGSVF35   3000 

1853      AU50,  No  Arrows   700 

1860-O   VF20    3000 

1860-  S   VF20    600 

1861-  S   XF40    800 

1865  VF30    1750 

1 872-  CC  F1 2,  light  scratches   3000 

1873-  CC  VF20    12,500 

1873-  S    AU50    500 

1874-  S    AU55    700 

1878-CCVF20    500 

1879      F12   500 

QUARTERS 

1838  AU50   $900 

1839  XF40,  BriggsIA   600 

1840-O  AU50,WD,  Smo   900 

1842-0  AU55,  Briggs  1A   1000 

1847-0   VF30    850 

1848/48  XF40    700 

1853/4    F12   200 

1856-S    AU50    4000 

1858-S    VF30    4000 

1860-O   AU50    750 

1860-O   XF40    300 

1862-  S    F12   700 

1864      XF45    950 

1865-  S    AU55    5000 

1866  F15   2500 

1866-  S    XF40    4500 

1867-  S    XF45    8000 

1868-  S    XF40    1500 

1869  AU50    3500 

1871-  S   VF30    3500 

1872-  S    XF40    12,000 


QUARTERS 

1878-00  XF40   $300 

1878-CC  VF30    200 


1882 
1884 
1886 
1889 
1890 


XF40 
VF20 
XF45 
XF40 
XF45 


1500 
1750 
1950 
1350 
450 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  AU50,  No  Drapery  $3000 

1840  AU58,  Small  Letters   750 

1841-0   XF45    400 

1847-0  AU55    800 

1855-S   VF20    3000 

1861-S   AU55   1100 

1862      AU55    900 

1863-S    MS60   1000 

1866-S   VF20,  No  Motto   1500 

1866-  S   AU50,  With  Motto   650 

1867-  S    AU55    1000 

1870-  S    XF40    600 

1871-  S    XF45    225 

1871 -CO  XF40    3000 

1873-  CC  ICG  G4   400 

1874-  CC  AU50   12,000 

1875-  CCAU50    850 

1877-CCAU50    450 

1879      Choice  BU   3000 

1883      MS63   1500 

1886      PCGSAU50   1500 

1888      AU55    1300 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842      XF45  $1000 

1844      F12   500 

1847      G6   300 

1850      NGCXF45   2700 

1853      AU55    3000 

1855      XF40    4500 

1859-S    AU50    3250 

1864      AU50    2500 

1866      VF30    1000 

1866      F15   600 

1870-CC  XF40    4000 

1873      VG10   375 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-CC  AU50  $3500 

1875      AU50    1000 

1876-  CCAU50    1300 

1877-  CCXF40    800 

1878-  CC  ANACSVF30   3000 


New  York  residents  add  sales  tax.  Coins  removed  from  holders  considered  SOLD.  Ten  day  return  privileges.  No  Charge  Cards.  Checks 
must  clear  my  bank.  Postage  and  Insurance:  $7.50  for  purchases  up  to  $500,  $15  for  purchases  from  $501  to  $1000,  $25  for  purchases 
from  $1001  to  $2000,  $30  for  purchases  over  $2000.  Lay-a-Way:  1/3  down,  1/3  in  30  days,  1/3  in  60  days.  Grading  by  photograde  and 
current  industry  standards.  Pnces  subject  to  change.  Not  responsible  for  typos. 

Ira  Meltzer  •  LSCC  #1656 

P.O.  Box  1053  •  Seaford,  NY  11783-0053  •  Telephone:  (516)  794-2845 
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An  1854-0  Half  Dollar  Struck  from  Badly  Broken  Dies 


In  the  spring  of  201 0  Matthew  Leber  sent  me  photographs  of  an  1 854-0  half  dollar 
that  had  been  struck  from  badly  broken  dies  during  this  high  mintage  year  at  the  New 
Orleans  branch  mint.  He  wanted  to  know  if  this  variety  had  been  previously  reported 
and  if  so,  whether  this  coin  might  be  in  a  later  die  state  than  the  known  examples 
of  this  die  marriage.  I  asked  him  to  send  me  close  up  pictures  of  the  areas  where 
this  coin  showed  die  damage  so  that  I  would  be  able  to  identify  the  die  deterioration 
visible  on  the  surface  of  the  coin. 

The  1 854-0  half  dollar  had  a  mintage  of  5,240,000  coins,  the  second  highest  half 
dollar  mintage  from  the  New  Orleans  mint  and  the  sixth  highest  for  the  entire  Seated 
half  dollar  series.  In  their  half  dollar  reference  book  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars,  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  report  that  55  obverse  dies  and 
33  reverse  dies  were  available  to  strike  1854-0  half  dollars  at  the  southern  branch 
mint  in  New  Orleans.  Many  of  these  dies  were  overworked  and  some  show  dramatic 
cracks  and  breaks  through  many  of  their  design  features. 

The  most  extensive  research  on  1854-0  half  dollars  is  the  work  done  by  Mike 
Lloyd  who  published  a  163  page  review  of  about  500  coins  of  this  date  in  1998.  In 
his  manuscript  Lloyd  describes  56  die  marriages  struck  from  40  obverses  and  29 
reverses.  More  dies  than  these  were  available  to  strike  New  Orleans  half  dollars 
during  this  year  so  it  is  likely  that  future  numismatic  scholars  will  make  additions  to 
his  manuscript  The  Varieties  of  1854  New  Orleans  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars. 

Mike  Lloyd  developed  new  procedures  for  identifying  die  marriages  of  this  date  that 
allow  the  reader  to  follow  the  deterioration  of  the  dies  used  to  strike  the  die  marriages 
of  this  issue.  He  describes  eleven  chains  of  die  marriages  that  link  transitional  dies 
for  this  date.  Die  marriage  numbers  are  assigned  to  the  varieties  within  each  chain 
and  represent  a  possible  emission  sequence  within  that  chain,  but  not  necessarily 
the  only  possible  sequence  in  some  cases.  For  example,  L-908  would  identify  the 
8""  die  marriage  within  Chain  Nine.  The  eleven  chains  range  in  length  from  two  to 
eleven  marriages  but  it  is  possible  that  some  of  the  chains  could  be  linked  together 
with  further  research  by  numismatic  scholars. 

Before  identifying  the  obverse  die  from  the  images  of  the  coin  sent  in  by  Matthew 
Leber,  I  would  like  to  develop  some  notation  similar  to  that  developed  by  Mike  Lloyd 
in  his  manuscript.  The  thirteen  obverse  stars  in  the  design  appear  in  an  arc  around 
the  edge  of  the  die  and  will  be  designated  as  S-1,  S-2,  S-3,  ...  ,  S-13  from  left  to 


31 


right.  Each  of  these  stars  has  six  points.  The  star  point  that  extends  out  toward  the 
denticles  will  be  identified  at  the  1  ^'  point  and  the  others  identified  as  the  2"^  3'^^,  . . . , 
6'*"  points  in  a  clockwise  manner.  Thus  the  notation  S-4.1  would  refer  to  the  1"'  point 
on  the  4"^  star,  the  point  extending  out  to  the  denticles.  Furthermore  the  notation 
S-1 0.4  would  refer  to  the  4'^  point  on  the  1 0""  star,  the  point  extending  in  toward  Miss 
Liberty's  arm. 

A  study  of  the  obverse  images  of  the  1 854-0  half  dollar  sent  in  by  Matt  Leber  shows 
that  it  had  an  extensive  system  of  die  cracks  running  through  the  obverse  stars  that 
could  easily  be  used  to  identify  its  deteriorating  obverse  die.  I  therefore  studied  the 
descriptions  of  the  40  obverse  dies  in  the  Lloyd  manuscript,  making  special  note 
of  the  presence  of  existing  die  cracks  through  the  obverse  stars.  After  a  review  of 
these  descriptions  I  found  a  match  with  Obverse  9  that  listed  all  of  the  cracks  I  had 
observed  on  the  obverse  in  the  images  I  had  on  hand.  This  obverse  was  paired  with 
two  different  reverses  and  die  cracks  again  provided  a  quick  match  to  Reverse  G  in 
the  Lloyd  manuscript.  The  die  pair  9-G  has  been  identified  as  variety  L-210,  the  10"^ 
die  marriage  within  Chain  Two  for  this  date.  The  flow  chart  shows  how  variety  L-210 
fits  into  the  latter  half  of  Chain  Two  for  1854-0  half  dollars.  This  variety  represents 
the  second  known  use  of  Obverse  9  and  the  example  shown  is  in  a  very  late  die 
state  with  all  of  the  listed  cracks  visible  on  the  coin.  This  variety  also  represents  the 
first  known  use  of  Reverse  G  with  this  die  in  a  relatively  early  die  state  with  a  limited 
number  of  relatively  weak  cracks. 

1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Variety  L-210,  Obverse  9 

Die  crack  from  base  through  rock  to  star  point  S-1 .4.  Die  crack  from  base  through 
field  to  star  point  S-1 .6.  Die  crack  from  star  point  S-1 .2  across  star  point  S-2.6  to 
denticle  below  star  point  S-2.1 .  Die  crack  from  star  point  S-2.2  splits  and  extends  on 
to  star  points  S-3.6  and  S-3.5.  Die  cracks  begin  at  star  points  S-3.2  and  S-3.3  and 
join  together  to  form  a  heavy  break  that  extends  on  to  star  point  S-4.6.  Die  crack  from 
star  point  S-4.2  to  star  point  S-5.6  and  another  lighter  crack  from  star  point  S-4.3 
to  star  point  S-5.5.  Strong  die  crack  from  star  point  S-5.2  to  star  point  S-6.6.  Thick 
die  crack  from  denticle  above  star  point  S-6.1  extends  in  to  star  point  S-6.2,  near  its 
junction  with  star  point  S-6.1 .  Die  crack  from  star  point  S-6.3  to  star  point  S-7.5.  Die 
crack  from  star  point  S-7.2  to  top  of  head  and  another  from  star  point  S-7.3  to  top 
of  head.  Die  crack  from  back  of  head  to  star  point  8-8.5.  Die  crack  from  star  point 


1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Obverse  9,  Left  Side  Stars 
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1854-0  Half  Dollars 
Linked  Die  Marriages 
Latter  Half  of  Chain  Two 
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S-8.2  through  top  of  cap  to  star  point  S-9.6.  Die  crack  from  star  point  S-9.2  to  star 
point  S-10.6  with  perpendicular  crack  extending  to  top  edge  of  denticle  just  below 
star  point  S-9.2.  Heavier  die  crack  from  star  point  S-1 0.2  to  star  point  S-1 1 .6.  Strong 
die  crack  from  star  point  S-1 1 .2  that  becomes  heavier  as  it  nears  star  point  S-1 2.6. 
Die  crack  from  star  point  S-1 2.2  to  star  point  S-1 3.6.  Die  crack  from  star  point  S-1 3.2 
curves  down  across  Liberty's  toes,  across  her  sandal  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  right 
arrow  near  its  center.  Die  crack  extends  down  from  the  bottom  of  the  right  arrowshaft 
to  the  crosslet  of  the  4  near  its  center.  Die  crack  extends  along  through  the  bottom 
of  the  date  digits.  Die  crack  from  left  arrow  near  its  tip  into  the  obverse  field. 


1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Obverse  9,  Right  Side  Stars 


The  die  cracks  described  above  clearly  identify  Obverse  9  and  indicate  thatthis  coin 
is  in  a  very  late  die  state  for  this  variety.  However,  the  most  interesting  characteristics 
of  this  coin  are  the  vertical  line  segments  that  run  above  and  below  Miss  Liberty's 
legs  through  the  center  of  the  obverse.  Lloyd  calls  these  extra  line  segments  die 
clash  marks  from  the  shield  on  the  reverse  die.  Since  there  are  no  clash  marks  on 
the  reverse  of  this  coin,  the  clashing  must  have  occurred  when  Obverse  9  was  paired 
with  a  different  reverse  die.  In  any  event  they  are  the  strongest  line  segments  through 
the  center  of  the  obverse  that  I  have  ever  seen  on  a  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar. 


1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Obverse  9,  Clash  Marks 
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1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Variety  L-210,  Reverse  G 

The  right  side  of  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  extends  past  the  right  edge  of  the 
letter  F  below.  The  mintmark  is  much  closer  to  the  stem  than  it  is  to  the  feather  on 
the  arrow  shaft.  A  bold  die  crack  connects  the  letters  IT  in  UNITED  at  the  base.  A  die 
crack  begins  at  the  denticles  and  runs  into  the  E  of  STATES  near  its  upright,  runs 
across  the  centerbar  to  its  lower  serif  near  the  tip  to  the  lower  serif  of  the  S.  This  die 
crack  then  connects  the  bottom  of  the  letters  S  OF  A.  Another  die  crack  runs  through 
the  top  of  the  letters  ERICA  to  the  denticles  and  is  the  strongest  through  the  letters 
ICA.  A  lump  appears  along  this  die  crack  near  the  denticles.  There  is  another  die 
crack  that  runs  from  the  center  of  a  denticle  up  through  the  left  side  of  the  O  in  DOL. 
A  die  crack  also  connects  the  bases  of  the  letters  HAL  in  HALF 


I  a, 


^1 


1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Reverse  G 


1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Reverse  G,  Die  Crack  through  ES  OF  A 

The  Leber  coin  shows  considerable  wear  but  it  would  grade  somewhere  between 
VG  and  Fine.  This  well  circulated  coin  is  in  a  very  late  die  state  of  Obverse  9  but  it 
clearly  shows  most  of  the  extensive  web  of  die  cracks  described  by  Mike  Lloyd  in  his 
manuscript  on  the  die  marriages  of  1854-0  half  dollars.  This  coin  shows  a  relatively 
early  die  state  for  Reverse  G  but  there  are  enough  cracks  visible  to  easily  identify  this 
die.  The  coin  has  thus  been  identified  as  a  late  die  state  example  of  Variety  L-210. 
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1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Reverse  G,  Die  Crack  through  ERICA 

One  important  die  crack  described  in  the  Lloyd  manuscript  for  Reverse  G  is  not 
visible  on  the  Leber  coin.  It  is  described  as  a  fine  die  crack  bisecting  the  reverse 
that  runs  from  a  denticle  to  the  left  wing  tip,  then  following  the  left  edge  of  the  left 
wing  to  the  top  of  the  wing,  running  up  across  the  field  to  the  eagle's  beak  and  then 
very  fine  across  the  field  to  the  bottom  of  the  second  S  in  STATES.  Since  the  crack 
is  described  as  a  very  light  crack,  it  is  likely  that  the  remains  of  this  crack  have  been 
worn  away  by  circulation  on  the  surface  of  this  coin.  The  only  visible  evidence  of 
the  bisecting  crack  that  I  can  find  is  a  small  tine  extending  out  into  the  field  from  the 
third  denticle  below  the  U  in  UNITED. 

Can  anybody  produce  a  higher  grade  example  of  the  L-21 0  die  marriage?  It  would 
be  very  interesting  to  see  a  more  detailed  view  of  the  obverse  clash  marks  that  run 
through  the  center  of  the  coin  and  the  location  of  the  bisecting  die  crack  that  has 
not  survived  the  ravages  of  time  on  this  reverse. 

The  Editor 


1854-0  Half  Dollar,  Date  on  Obverse  9 
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Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Availability  on  eBay 

2007  to  2010 


by 

Brad  Holt 


I  have  been  drawn  to  the  Liberty  Seated  series  of  United  States  coinage  since  I 
bought  my  first  Seated  quarter  at  the  age  of  twelve,  a  worn  out  1 891  coin  that  I  bought 
at  a  Tupelo,  Mississippi  flea  market.  I  remember  being  really  surprised  at  the  differ- 
ence in  price  between  the  1 891  and  1 891  -O  quarters.  I  studied  my  new  purchase  for 
countless  hours  under  a  magnifying  glass  just  hoping  that  the  New  Orleans  mintmark 
would  miraculously  emerge  from  the  details  long  worn  away. 

My  primary  collecting  interest  had  always  been  type  coins,  with  my  lifelong  goal 
being  to  assemble  a  complete  type  set  from  half  cents  to  dollars.  Over  the  years  I 
continued  to  add  various  Seated  coins  to  my  collection,  pretty  much  low  grade  com- 
mon date  pieces.  By  2004 1  had  gotten  to  the  point  where  my  type  acquisitions  were 
getting  progressively  more  expensive,  so  I  turned  to  the  Seated  series  to  fuel  my 
collecting  interests.  For  a  couple  of  years  I  filled  holes  in  the  various  Seated  denomi- 
nations and  had  acquired  several  of  the  semi-key  date  Seated  dimes.  At  this  point  I 
started  to  shift  my  focus  to  the  Seated  quarter  series.  At  the  time  the  only  reference 
books  I  had  were  the  Red  Book,  Trends  Guides,  and  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of 
US  Coins.  I  began  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  pouring  over  information  comparing  rarity 
among  the  various  dates  and  price  differences  within  the  series.  I  was  astounded 
at  the  number  of  tough  dates  in  the  Seated  quarter  series  and  the  prices  listed  for 
many  of  these  coins.  It  wasn't  long  before  I  was  hungry  for  more  information  on  the 
series  and  started  to  search  by  date  on  eBay  to  see  what  dates  were  available  and 
what  prices  the  better  date  coins  were  bringing. 

By  late  2006  I  had  gotten  serious  about  completing  sets  of  Seated  coinage  but  I 
had  to  rely  heavily  on  eBay  for  my  purchases  because  I  rarely  attended  coin  shows 
or  visited  coin  shops.  I  therefore  decided  to  build  a  library  of  eBay  action  records  to 
use  as  a  reference  for  assessing  rarity,  availability  and  value.  I  set  aside  an  hour  or 


1853  No  Arrows  Quarter  Certified  as  PCGS  VF25 
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so  each  day  to  search  eBay  for  coins  I  needed  and  to  save  photos  of  every  better 
date  coin  I  saw.  I  developed  files  that  included  date,  grade,  price,  whether  the  coin 
sold  or  not,  and  the  eBay  name  of  the  buyer  and  seller.  I  also  set  up  a  structure  to 
keep  the  photos  organized  by  denomination  and  date  ranges  to  make  it  easier  for 
future  searches. 

After  I  started  my  photo  library  I  struggled  to  balance  the  time  I  had  available  to 
spend  with  the  value  I  gained  from  having  a  comprehensive  auction  history.  As  I 
learned  more  about  the  various  dates  I  refined  my  opinions  on  rarity,  subsequently 
trimming  my  target  list  and  settled  on  tracking  58  Seated  quarters  that  I  felt  repre- 
sented the  scarce  dates  in  the  series. 

About  a  year  ago  I  decided  to  summarize  this  information  by  date  and  grade  range 
to  see  what  I  could  learn  from  the  aggregate  data.  I  also  thought  it  would  be  good 
to  capture  some  of  my  observations  and  insights  that  I  have  gained  from  this  effort. 
I  hope  that  the  reader  finds  this  information  useful. 

Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Records  from  Auctions  on  eBay 

My  records  include  photographs  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  each  coin,  its  grade, 
final  price,  date,  who  sold  it,  and  until  about  two  years  ago,  who  bought  it.  I  used 
the  grade  as  listed  even  if  I  didn't  always  agree.  If  a  grade  wasn't  listed,  I  graded 
the  coin  myself  based  on  the  photographs  provided.  In  designating  the  coins  as 
problem  or  problem-free,  some  pieces  were  specified  as  such  in  their  listing  while 
I  made  a  judgment  based  on  what  I  saw  in  the  photographs  for  pieces  adequately 
described.  Table  1  is  a  listing  of  the  58  Seated  quarter  dates  tracked  in  this  study 
ranked  by  frequency  of  appearance  with  each  date  broken  down  by  frequency  of 
problem-free  and  problem  coins.  The  table  shows  that  the  problem  free  percentages 
were  generally  higher  than  50%  with  some  of  the  highest  percentages  occurring  for 
the  rare  Philadelphia  issues  from  the  1880s. 

Study  Biases 

The  really  rare  dates  in  the  series  probably  sell  through  other  venues  much  more 
frequently  than  on  eBay,  so  the  relative  availability  of  certain  dates  in  this  study  may 
not  be  indicative  of  their  overall  availability.  Also,  there  may  be  some  bias  based  upon 
the  58  dates  from  the  series  that  I  chose  to  include  in  this  study.  I  may  have  omitted 
some  dates  that  other  people  would  have  chosen  to  track  from  the  series. 

Completeness  and  Study  Flaws 

I  keep  up  with  eBay  auctions  by  searching  each  day  for  newly  listed  Buy-it-Now 
listings  and  auctions  that  are  closing  within  the  next  24  hours.  I  save  these  to  my 
favorites,  and  capture  the  photographs  and  all  the  relevant  information  after  the  auc- 
tion closes.  A  flaw  I'm  aware  of  with  this  method  is  that  I  seldom  search  through  the 
completed  listings  unless  I'm  away  from  the  computer  for  a  day  or  more.  Without  a 
doubt,  I  know  that  I  have  missed  some  Buy-it-Now  auctions  that  sold  very  quickly. 
I  even  snapped  up  one  of  these  coins  myself  a  few  months  ago  when  I  bought 
an  1853/53  No  Arrows  quarter  that  was  graded  PCGS  VF25  through  a  Buy-it-Now 
listing  about  two  minutes  after  it  was  posted.  I  just  happened  to  be  online  at  the 
right  time  and  I  thought  the  price  was  unbelievably  low.  However,  I  have  only  been 
fortunate  enough  to  find  a  handful  of  these  bargains  but  recognize  that  it  happens 
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fairly  regularly  at  times  when  I'm  not  available  to  monitor  the  listings.  While  these 
misses  would  alter  the  counts  in  the  study,  I  don't  feel  that  the  relative  availability  of 
the  various  dates  would  change  if  they  were  included. 

I  omitted  repeat  listings  from  the  same  seller  because  many  of  the  coins  in  Buy-it- 
Now  listings  and  a  fair  percentage  of  the  pieces  in  auctions  did  not  sell  the  first  time 
they  were  listed.  I  debated  about  whether  to  include  repeat  sales  of  the  same  coin 
from  different  sellers  in  this  study.  I  finally  decided  to  include  them  because  they 
represented  independent  buying  opportunities  and  I  only  encountered  it  a  handful  of 
times.  I  discovered  these  occurrences  by  accident  as  I  was  scrolling  through  photo- 
graphs of  certain  dates  and  matched  the  coins  through  some  unique  characteristic 
they  possessed.  I  haven't  searched  through  all  of  my  archives  intentionally  looking 
for  multiple  sales  of  the  same  coin. 

The  1853/53  No  Arrows  quarter  has  not  been  included  in  the  availability  table.  I 
consider  this  date  to  be  a  special  case  for  this  study.  I  only  observed  two  examples 
in  four  years,  both  times  as  problem  pieces  in  the  XF-AU  grade  range.  But  I  did  not 
open  up  the  countless  thousands  of  1853  quarter  listings  to  see  if  they  were  No 
Arrows  coins  that  weren't  listed  as  such  in  the  auction  heading.  By  saving  only  the 
ones  that  were  properly  listed,  I  more  than  likely  missed  a  few  No  Arrows  coins  over 
the  four  year  study  assuming  that  they  were  the  With  Arrows  type. 

Auction  Data  for  Rare  Date  Seated  Quarters,  2007  to  2010 

Table  1  is  a  listing  of  the  availability  for  the  58  rare  dates  in  the  Seated  quarter  series 
selected  for  tabulation  and  study.  The  table  ranks  these  dates  by  the  total  number  of 
pieces  observed  of  each  date,  lists  the  number  of  problem-free  and  problem  coins 
of  each  date  and  gives  the  percentage  of  problem-free  coins  of  each  date.  When 
two  dates  had  the  same  number  of  appearances,  the  tie  was  broken  by  assigning 
the  higher  rank  to  the  date  with  the  smaller  number  of  problem-free  appearances.  If 
there  was  still  a  tie,  the  higher  rank  was  assigned  to  the  date  with  the  smaller  number 
of  appearances  in  the  highest  grade  range. 

Table  1 

Seated  Quarters  Ranked  by  Availability  on  eBay,  2007  to  2010 


Problem-Free 

Problem 

Total 

Problem  Free 

Rank 

Date 

Coins 

Coins 

Coins 

Percentage 

1. 

1871-CC 

1 

2 

3 

33.3 

2. 

1873  NA  CI3 

1 

2 

3 

33.3 

3. 

1886 

6 

0 

6 

100.0 

4. 

1872-S 

3 

4 

7 

42.9 

5. 

1856-S/s 

5 

4 

9 

55.6 

6. 

1849-0 

6 

5 

11 

54.5 

7. 

1871-S 

6 

5 

11 

54.5 

8. 

1889 

8 

3 

11 

72.7 

9. 

1873-CC 

7 

5 

12 

58.3 

10. 

1888 

8 

4 

12 

66.7 

11. 

1887 

10 

2 

12 

83.3 

39 


Problem-Free 

Problem 

Total 

Problem  Free 

Rank 

Coins 

Coins 

Percentage 

12. 

1884 

7 

6 

13 

53.8 

13. 

1 870-CC 

8 

5 

13 

61.5 

14. 

1867 

10 

4 

14 

71.4 

15. 

1 852-0 

9 

7 

16 

56.2 

16. 

1866 

1 1 

5 

16 

68.7 

17. 

1882 

12 

5 

17 

70.6 

18. 

1 867-S 

11 

8 

19 

57.9 

19. 

1881 

13 

6 

19 

68.4 

20. 

1868 

11 

9 

20 

55.0 

21 . 

1 865-S 

11 

10 

21 

52.4 

22. 

1885 

13 

8 

21 

61.9 

23. 

1 878-S 

6 

16 

22 

27.3 

24. 

1864-S 

14 

8 

22 

63.6 

25. 

1883 

15 

7 

22 

68.2 

26. 

1 842-0  SmDt  14 

9 

23 

60.9 

27. 

1851 

18 

6 

24 

75.0 

28. 

1869 

18 

7 

25 

72.0 

29. 

1872-00 

11 

15 

26 

42.3 

30. 

1852 

18 

8 

26 

69.2 

31. 

1880 

10 

17 

27 

37.0 

32. 

1866-S 

16 

12 

28 

57.1 

33. 

1840 

16 

13 

29 

55.2 

34. 

1879 

15 

15 

30 

50.0 

35. 

1842 

20 

12 

32 

62.5 

36. 

1 855-0 

16 

19 

35 

45.7 

37. 

1854-0  Huge  0  22 

13 

35 

62.9 

38. 

1851-0 

22 

13 

35 

62.9 

39. 

1864 

19 

20 

39 

48.7 

40. 

1848 

21 

19 

40 

52.5 

41. 

1871 

19 

23 

42 

45.2 

42. 

1841 

17 

28 

45 

37.8 

43. 

1865 

25 

23 

48 

52.1 

44. 

1875-00 

35 

15 

50 

70.0 

45. 

1863 

26 

25 

51 

51 .0 

46. 

1856-S 

28 

26 

54 

51 .9 

47. 

1891-0 

46 

1 1 

57 

80.7 

48. 

1861-S 

25 

33 

58 

43.1 

49. 

1860-S 

25 

33 

58 

43.1 

50. 

1857-S 

30 

29 

59 

50.8 

51. 

1890 

47 

12 

59 

79.7 

Problem-Free 

Problem 

Total 

Problem  Free 

Rank 

Date 

Coins 

Coins 

Coins 

Percentage 

52. 

1859-S 

29 

31 

60 

48.3 

53. 

1869-S 

42 

20 

62 

67.7 

54. 

1 868-S 

30 

33 

63 

47.6 

55. 

1870 

42 

24 

66 

63.6 

56. 

1872 

45 

29 

74 

60.8 

57. 

1862-S 

38 

40 

78 

48.7 

58. 

1858-S 

42 

47 

89 

47.2 

Total 

1059 

820 

1879 

56.4 

Observations 

Some  of  the  Top  Five  coins  in  availability  during  this  study  were  surprises  to  me. 
I  would  have  guessed  that  the  two  least  available  coins  in  the  study,  the  1871-00 
and  1873  No  Arrows  Olosed  3  quarters,  would  have  made  the  Top  Five,  but  I  was 
expecting  to  see  the  1849-0,  1870-00  and  1873-00  quarters  higher  in  the  listing. 
I  was  also  surprised  that  the  1872-S  quarter  was  encountered  less  frequently  than 
the  1 870-00  and  1 873-00  quarters.  This  leaves  me  wondering  whether  the  1 872-S 
date  is  really  rarer  than  previously  believed,  or  if  some  examples  are  simply  being 
held  back  until  market  pricing  is  commensurate  with  the  coin's  true  rarity  and  value. 
Similarly,  the  1870-00  quarter  actually  showed  up  more  than  four  times  as  often  as 
the  1 871  -00  quarter,  which  goes  against  the  conventional  wisdom  that  the  1 870-00 
quarter  is  marginally  rarer  than  the  1871-00  quarter.  Is  the  1871-00  quarter  really 
that  rare,  or  are  they  just  in  hiding  with  the  current  pricing  structure? 

I  was  also  surprised  to  find  that  the  1842-0  Small  Date,  1860-S  and  1872-00 
quarters  ranked  26'^  49*''  and  29""  in  the  listing.  I  had  always  thought  that  these  dates 
were  much  scarcerthan  many  of  the  dates  ranked  above  them.  Even  more  surprising 
was  the  fact  that  the  1872-00  quarter  was  tied  with  the  1852  quarter,  each  with  26 
appearances.  I  had  always  regarded  the  1 870, 1 871  and  1 872  quarters  as  fairly  equal 
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in  scarcity  but  the  1871  quarter  ranked  41  ^»  in  tlie  listing  with  42  appearances  while 
the  1870  and  1872  quarters  ranked  55"^  and  56'^  with  66  and  74  appearances. 

I  also  found  it  puzzling  that  the  1878-S  quarter  was  represented  by  an  unusually 
low  percentage  of  problem-free  coins  at  27.3%  compared  to  56.4%  for  all  58  dates 
in  this  study  Conversely  the  rare  Philadelphia  quarters  from  the  1880s  tended  to 
show  up  much  more  frequently  problem-free  at  almost  64%  of  the  time. 

Table  2 

Rare  Date  Seated  Quarter  Availability  by  Year 


Problem-Free  Problem 


Year 

Coins 

Coins 

Total 

Percentage 

2007 

142 

71 

213 

11.3 

2008 

318 

234 

552 

29.4 

2009 

205 

176 

381 

20.3 

2010 

394 

339 

733 

39.0 

Total 

1059 

820 

1879 

100.0 

Data  Summary  by  Year 

Table  2  is  a  summary  of  the  data  broken  down  by  problem-free  and  problem  coins 
for  each  of  the  four  years  of  the  study  The  table  shows  that  39.0%  of  the  1 879  coins 
in  the  study  were  listed  during  201 0,  the  highest  percentage  for  the  four  years  of  the 
study.  I  noticed  early  during  this  year  that  I  was  often  seeing  multiple  examples  of 
dates  that  I  hadn't  seen  much  of  in  the  previous  three  years.  The  table  also  shows 
that  2007  was  the  least  available  year  for  the  dates  I'm  tracking,  with  only  1 1 .3%  of 
the  study  total.  The  two  middle  years  had  percentages  well  within  these  two  extremes. 
There  are  two  key  factors  that  I  believe  explain  the  difference  in  these  percentages. 
In  my  opinion  Seated  quarters  were  hot  back  in  2007.  Competition  was  fierce  and  a 
lot  of  coins  were  bringing  shockingly  high  prices.  I  believe  that  this  segment  of  the 
coin  market  peaked  in  2008,  and  I  don't  think  that  there  was  much  of  a  downturn  for 
pricing  and  competition  for  better  date  Seated  material  in  2009.  In  2007  and  early  2008 
the  overall  economy  was  still  on  an  upturn  and  I  believe  that  collectors  and  investors 
with  scarce  Seated  material  wanted  to  hang  onto  it.  This  meant  that  individuals  who 
wanted  these  scarce  pieces  had  to  pay  more  to  obtain  them  at  one  of  the  relatively 
infrequent  appearances  of  the  pieces  that  they  needed.  When  the  stock  market 
crashed  in  2008  I  believe  some  investors  turned  to  coins  as  a  safe  haven  for  their 
money,  propping  up  prices  and  auction  activity.  By  2010  the  languishing  economy, 
coupled  with  a  recovering  stock  market  drove  a  lot  of  coins  out  of  hiding.  People 
who  had  been  personally  hit  by  economic  hardship  sold  their  coins  to  pay  some  of 
their  debts  while  individuals  who  fled  the  stock  market  in  2008  and  2009  sold  coins 
to  free  up  cash  to  buy  stocks.  Having  neither  of  these  groups  active  in  buying  coins 
in  2010  resulted  in  price  corrections  to  levels  observed  in  previous  years. 

Grade  Distribution  for  Rare  Date  Seated  Quarters,  2007  to  2010 

Table  3  is  a  listing  of  availability  by  date  for  the  58  rare  date  Seated  quarters  broken 
down  by  the  four  grade  categories  tracked  in  this  study  The  table  also  gives  the  total 
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number  of  appearances  for  each  date  along  with  the  rank  assigned  to  each  date  in 
Table  1  of  this  article.  This  table  shows  that  coins  in  the  F-VF  grade  category  were 
listed  most  often  in  the  study  with  a  total  of  699  appearances  for  37.2%  of  the  total. 
There  were  542  coins  listed  in  the  G-VG  grade  category  for  28.9%  of  the  total.  The 
XF-AU  grade  category  represented  22.1%  of  the  total  while  only  1 1 .8%  of  the  coins 
were  in  the  lowest  grade  category  of  FR-AG. 

Table  3 

Seated  Quarters  Listed  on  eBay,  2007  to  2010 


Grade  Range 


Date  FR-AG 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

Total 

Rank 

1840 

4 

5 

14 

6 

29 

33 

1841 

6 

18 

10 

11 

45 

42 

1842 

7 

9 

8 

8 

32 

35 

1842-0  Sm  Dt 

6 

11 

5 

1 

23 

26 

1848 

3 

9 

15 

13 

40 

40 

1849-0 

1 

4 

4 

2 

11 

6 

1851 

4 

5 

8 

7 

24 

27 

1851-0 

6 

18 

7 

4 

35 

38 

1852 

2 

5 

11 

8 

26 

30 

1852-0 

0 

5 

10 

1 

16 

15 

1854-0  Huge  0  8 

15 

9 

3 

35 

37 

1855-0 

4 

10 

16 

5 

35 

36 

1856-S 

11 

18 

15 

10 

54 

46 

1856-S/s 

2 

7 

0 

0 

9 

5 

1857-S 

6 

21 

23 

9 

59 

50 

1858-S 

14 

35 

32 

8 

89 

58 

1859-S 

8 

30 

19 

3 

60 

52 

1860-S 

5 

23 

20 

10 

58 

49 

1861-S 

5 

21 

23 

9 

58 

48 

1862-S 

9 

28 

29 

12 

78 

57 

1863 

1 

21 

18 

11 

51 

45 

1864 

4 

9 

15 

11 

39 

39 

1864-S 

2 

9 

9 

2 

22 

24 

1865 

0 

16 

11 

21 

48 

43 

1865-S 

0 

7 

10 

4 

21 

21 

1866 

1 

1 

a 

6 

16 

16 

1866-S 

3 

5 

17 

3 

28 

32 

1867 

0 

7 

5 

2 

14 

14 

1867-S 

3 

3 

11 

2 

19 

18 

43 


Grade  Range 


Date 

FR-AG 

G-VG 

F-VF 

XF-AU 

Total 

Rank 

1868 

3 

5 

5 

7 

20 

20 

1868-S 

3 

13 

36 

11 

63 

54 

1869 

9 

3 

5 

8 

25 

28 

1869-S 

5 

15 

27 

15 

62 

53 

1870 

6 

8 

33 

19 

66 

55 

1870-CC 

6 

5 

2 

0 

13 

13 

1871 

6 

9 

11 

16 

42 

41 

1871-CC 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

1 

1871-S 

2 

5 

1 

3 

11 

7 

1872 

4 

19 

33 

18 

74 

56 

1872-CC 

2 

15 

4 

5 

26 

29 

1872-S 

2 

2 

2 

1 

7 

4 

1873  NA  CIS 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1873-CC 

0 

3 

7 

2 

12 

9 

1875-CC 

10 

14 

21 

5 

50 

44 

1878-S 

3 

3 

5 

11 

22 

23 

1879 

1 

3 

14 

12 

30 

34 

1880 

3 

3 

13 

8 

27 

31 

1881 

1 

1 

11 

6 

19 

19 

1882 

1 

3 

5 

8 

17 

17 

1883 

1 

3 

10 

8 

22 

25 

1884 

1 

1 

6 

5 

13 

12 

1885 

0 

1 

10 

10 

21 

22 

1886 

0 

0 

3 

3 

6 

3 

1887 

1 

0 

7 

4 

12 

11 

1888 

4 

2 

0 

6 

12 

10 

1889 

0 

1 

6 

4 

11 

8 

1890 

6 

13 

14 

26 

59 

51 

1891-0 

17 

17 

21 

2 

57 

47 

Totals 

222 

542 

699 

416 

1879 

This  table  shows  some  interesting  grade  distributions  for  the  58  rare  date  quarters 
in  the  study.  There  were  no  appearances  for  the  1 856-S/s  quarter  above  the  grade  of 
VG.  There  were  also  no  appearances  in  the  XF-AU  grade  category  for  the  very  rare 
1 870-CC  and  1 871  -CC  quarters.  There  was  only  one  appearance  in  the  XF-AU  grade 
category  for  the  1 842-0  Small  Date,  1 852-0, 1 872-S  and  1 873  NA  Closed  3  quarters. 
There  were  only  two  appearances  in  the  XF-AU  category  for  the  1849-0,  1864-S, 
1 867, 1 867-S,  1 873-CC  and  1 891  -O  quarters.  These  are  all  very  rare  dates  that  were 
listed  only  infrequently  in  the  higher  circulated  grades.  On  the  other  hand  the  rare 
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Philadelphia  dates  from  the  1880s  were  listed  more  often  in  the  higher  grades  with 
only  limited  availability  in  the  lower  grades.  The  1888  quarter  was  an  exception  with 
4  appearances  in  the  FR-AG  category  but  collectors  should  be  careful  not  to  buy  a 
low  grade  1888-S  coin  with  a  mintmark  that  has  been  removed  or  just  worn  away. 


Table  4 

Grade  Distribution  of  Rare  Date  Seated  Quarters  by  Year 


Grade 

Year 

Grade 

Range 

2007 

2008 

2009 

2010 

Total 

Percentage 

FR-AG 

13 

70 

44 

95 

222 

11.8 

G-VG 

68 

155 

122 

197 

542 

28.9 

F-VF 

94 

201 

138 

266 

699 

37.2 

XF-AU 

38 

126 

77 

175 

416 

22.1 

Total 

213 

552 

381 

733 

1879 

100.0 

Table  4  is  a  listing  of  the  1 879  coins  in  the  study  broken  down  by  grade  range  and 
year.  The  table  shows  that  the  grade  range  of  F-VF  contained  the  highest  percent- 
age of  the  listed  coins  during  the  four  year  study  at  37.2%.  The  table  also  shows 
that  the  grade  range  of  FR-AG  contained  the  lowest  percentage  of  coins  over  the 
four  year  period  at  1 1 .8%.  Further  calculations  will  show  that  the  percentages  for 
these  two  grade  categories  were  very  similar  to  the  overall  percentage  for  the  years 
of  2008,  2009  and  2010.  In  the  initial  year  of  2007,  the  listings  in  the  F-VF  category 
were  about  seven  percentage  points  higher  at  44.1%  than  the  overall  percentage 
for  this  category.  Also  for  this  year,  the  listings  in  the  FR-AG  grade  category  at  6.1% 
were  about  half  the  percentage  for  the  four  year  period.  The  G-VG  and  XF-AU  grade 
category  listings  occurred  at  a  percentage  close  to  the  overall  percentage  for  the 
year  2007.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  while  the  year  2010  had  the  most  listings 
during  the  four  year  study  at  733,  this  year  also  had  the  highest  number  of  listings 
in  each  of  the  four  grade  categories. 

Summary 

I  was  not  surprised  by  how  rare  the  scarce  dates  turned  out  to  be  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  series.  The  top  two  dates  in  the  study  made  only  one  appearance 
each  in  problem-free  condition  during  this  four  year  study.  The  top  five  dates  all  ap- 
peared less  than  ten  times  each  during  this  study.  The  top  twenty  dates  all  appeared 
20  times  or  less  during  the  entire  study  period  and  the  top  forty  dates  appeared  40 
times  or  less  during  the  study.  Furthermore  there  were  43  dates  in  the  Seated  quarter 
series  that  appeared  on  eBay  at  most  once  per  month  during  this  four  year  study 
while  the  most  common  of  the  58  dates  appeared  less  than  twice  a  month  during 
the  study.  Compare  these  figures  to  those  for  some  of  the  more  modern  20"^  century 
series  and  you  would  have  to  agree  that  key  date  means  something  different  when 
it  comes  to  the  Seated  quarter  series. 
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U.S.  COINS  INC. 
HALF  DOLLARS 


RICH  UHRICH  RARE 

HALF  DIMES 

1839-  0  Reverse  of  1838,  Large  0,  XF-45  . .  .$12,500 
1 844-0  Small  o,  NGC  AU55,  coin  turn   8000 

1848-  0  Small  o,AU-50   1200 

1 853-0  NA,  EF40/VF30,  full  date  1 700 

DIMES 

1841-0  Small  o,  CIsd  Buds,  ANACS  VF20  . . .  $5500 

1 844  PGGS  AU50,  OGH,  CAC   3795 

1858-S  PCGSXF45   3750 

1860-  O  NGCVF20   3750 

1 862-S  PCGS  EF40,  F1 02a,  rotated  rev  1 650 

1 864  PCGS  AU50,  business  strike  1 950 

1865  PCGS  VF20,  business  strike  1250 

1 866  PCGS  XF40,  business  strike   2000 

1 867  PCGS  VF25,  business  strike   2000 

1872-CC  PCGS  VG10   2250 

1885-  S  PCGSMS62   11,000 

1886-  S  NGCMS62CAC  1450 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1876-CC  Die  trial,  canceled  at  CC  mint  $750 

1 877  ANACS  net  PF55,  cleaned   4950 

1878  ANACS  PF60   3950 

QUARTERS 

1849-  0  F-12  $4600 

1853  NA  VG+,  reverse  planchetflaw   2750 

1 856-  S   EF-45,  Briggs  2-C,  cleaned   2075 

1857-  0  EF-40,  Briggs  7-C  1150 

1858-  0  PCGSAU50   1000 

1861-  S   PCGSXF40   4950 

1 867     PCGS  MS61 ,  business  strike   3950 

1 867     PCGS  XF45,  business  strike   2800 

1 869     PCGS  VF25,  business  strike  1 350 

1872-  S   PCGSAU50  14,000 

1873  NA  CI  3,  PCGS  XF45,  business  strike   7250 

1873  NA  CI  3,  PCGS  AU50,  business  strike  . .  .12,500 

1873-  CC  VG-8,  light  corrosion,  full  rim   5750 

1878-S   NGCXF45   1975 

1 886     EF-40,  business  strike  1 875 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840-  (O)  VG-10,  Medium  Letters,     obv  $950 

1 840     PCGS  F1 5,  Small  Letters  rev  695 

1840-O  VF-20,  baseball  reverse  895 

My  website  www.richuhrichcoins.com  has  many  more  Seated  coins  listed  with  pictures  of  every  Seated 
coin  priced  over  $100.  Many  coins  are  available  at  prices  under  $500. 

Rich  Uhrich  •  LSCC  #968 

Telephone:  (717)  533-2935  or  (717)  579-8238 
E-mail:  rlchuhrlchcoins@comcast.net 

Payment  by  check  or  money  order  only.  Please  add  $10  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  All  items 
subject  to  prior  sale.  Ten  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  All  coins  kept  in  bank  vaults.  Authorized  PCGS 
and  NGC  dealer. 


1841-0 

1  OH  1  \J 

PPf^'^  \/P9n  hacohall  ro\/orco 

ruoo  vriiu,  udbcUdii  rcversc  .  . 

1  R47/4fi 

1  UH  /  /  tu 

1 1  t^nn 
1  1  ,ouu 

iRt;i 

1  0<J  1 

pp(:;q  pr  Hotailc  rloanoH 

lyuu 

PC.Gi'^  VFPn 

ifit;n 

IDOU 

1871 

NGC  MSfil  WR-im 

i4f;n 

1 HOU 

1R74  rr 

rVw-cio  vr^iu,  rdiiiodo  iracK  rev.  . 

4yDU 

1877-S 

PCGS  AU55  details.  Rev.  of  1878 

1000 

1879 

NGC  MS,  improperly  cleaned  . . 

1150 

1882 

NGC  MS62,  proof-like  

1750 

1882 

NGC  Unc,  improperly  cleaned. . 

1450 

1885 

PCGS  PR62,  bullseye  toning... 

2950 

1885 

NGC  Proof,  obverse  scratch  . . . 

1200 

1887 

VF-35  

1200 

GOBRECHT  DOLLARS 

1836 

Original  J-60,  EF,  cleaned  ....  $12,500 

1839 

EF,  pin  scratches  

1  /  ,UUU 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842 

PCGS  MS61  

$3900 

1843 

NGC  MS61  

4900 

1844 

PCGS  AU55  

3900 

1845 

NGC  AU53  

3000 

1846-0 

AU-50,  retoned,  rotated  reverse. 

1400 

1850 

NGC  AU58  CAC  

5850 

1853 

ICG  MS62  

5950 

1854 

ICG  AU58  

8350 

1854 

PCGS  Unc  details  

6750 

1855 

VF-30  

3600 

1856 

PCGS  AU55  details,  cleaned . . . . 

3650 

1861 

NGC  MS62  

7000 

1861 

NGC  AU58,  nice  golden  toning . . 

5950 

1865 

AU-53,  dipped  

1750 

1866 

NGC  PF64  Cameo  

13,250 

1867 

PCGS  AU58  

3450 

1867 

Lg  Date  /  Sm  Date,  EF-40 

1495 

1868 

NGC  AU55  

2400 

1868 

PCGS  AU50  

2250 

1870-CC 

ICG  AU50  

7750 

1871-CC 

NCS  VF  details  

10,500 

1872-CC 

PCGS  VF20  

6250 

1872-CC  VG,  small  reverse  scratches  

2800 

1873 

ICG  AU58  

2300 
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The  San  Francisco  Mint  Coinage  of  1859 

by 

John  McCloskey 

Gold  was  discovered  in  central  California  at  Sutter's  Mill  in  January  1848.  Soon 
after  this  discovery,  thousands  of  adventurers  sailed  to  the  port  of  San  Francisco 
seeking  their  fortune  in  the  gold  fields  along  the  tributaries  of  the  Sacramento  River. 
Gold  camps  sprang  up  along  most  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  region  but  many 
of  them  lasted  only  a  few  months.  Miners  often  moved  along  to  new  locations  when 
their  hard  work  was  not  rewarded  with  the  fortune  that  they  had  anticipated.  The  gold 
rush  created  an  influx  of  people  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco  and  greatly  expanded 
its  importance  as  a  commercial  and  industrial  center  on  the  western  frontier.  This 
radical  expansion  quickly  resulted  in  the  admission  of  California  to  the  union  in 
September  1850. 

Following  statehood  a  United  States  Assay  Office  was  established  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. Officials  at  this  new  office  announced  that  beginning  in  February  1 851  it  would 
receive  gold  dust  for  smelting  and  assaying  and  form  ingots  and  bars  in  accordance 
with  a  contract  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress.  The  first  issues  were  $50  gold 
pieces  of  octagonal  shape  that  are  known  today  as  $50  gold  slugs.  Despite  the  of- 
ficial sanction  of  the  United  States  government  and  the  fact  that  these  pieces  were 
received  at  face  value  in  payment  for  customs  duty,  there  was  some  question  as  to 
whether  they  were  legal  tender  in  commerce.  This  unsettled  situation  resulted  in  a 
request  to  establish  a  United  States  mint  in  San  Francisco  that  could  produce  coins 
of  many  different  denominations. 

Work  on  a  San  Francisco  mint  began  in  1 853  and  this  newfacility  began  producing 
coins  in  April  1854  with  the  striking  of  $20  gold  double  eagles  with  an  S  mintmark. 
These  double  eagles  were  produced  in  sufficient  quantities  so  that  they  can  be 


1859-S  Seated  Dollar,  First  Silver  Dollar  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
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purchased  today  at  reasonable  prices  by  an  interested  collector.  Before  the  year 
was  out  the  new  mint  would  also  strike  gold  dollars,  quarter  eagles,  half  eagles  and 
eagles.  The  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  for  this  first  year  are  extreme  rarities  but 
the  gold  dollars  and  eagles  are  available  today  at  reasonable  prices.  Production  of 
silver  coinage  began  in  1855  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  with  the  striking  of  quarters 
and  half  dollars.  The  1855-S  quarter  is  scarce  but  available  while  the  1855-S  half 
dollar  is  one  of  the  rare  dates  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series. 

By  1859  the  San  Francisco  mint  was  producing  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  many 
denominations  for  use  in  daily  transactions  throughout  the  California  gold  fields. 
The  production  of  San  Francisco  Mint  coinage  for  the  year  1 859  along  with  its  listed 
value  in  three  circulated  grades  from  the  March  201 1  issue  of  Coin  Values  is  given 
InTable  1  below. 

Table  1 

Production  and  Value  of  1859-S  Coinage  in  Circulated  Grades 


Denomination 

Mintage 

VG-8 

VF-20 

AU-50 

Dime 

60,000 

$200 

$1000 

$5000 

Quarter 

80,000 

500 

1750 

25,000 

Half  Dollar 

566,000 

50 

125 

550 

Silver  Dollar 

20,000 

500 

1000 

3500 

Gold  Dollar 

15,000 

275 

1000 

Quarter  Eagle 

15,200 

400 

1850 

Half  Eagle 

13,220 

1850 

4500 

Eagle 

7,000 

2850 

15,000 

Double  Eagle 

636,445 

1650 

2500 

Total 

1,412,865 

At  this  time  just  prior  to  the  Civil  War  the  state  of  California  was  far  removed  from 
the  turmoil  that  would  lead  to  war  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  country.  The  table  shows 
that  the  San  Francisco  mint  struck  a  total  of  1 ,41 2,865  coins  from  four  silver  denomina- 
tions and  five  gold  denominations  during  1 859.  Interestingly  enough,  85.1  %  of  these 
coins  were  half  dollars  and  double  eagles,  the  largest  circulating  silver  coin  and  the 
largest  circulating  gold  coin  at  that  time.  The  most  readily  available  San  Francisco 
mint  issue  and  the  least  expensive  for  this  year  in  all  grades  would  be  the  half  dol- 
lar. In  The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  authors  Randy  Wiley  and 
Bill  Bugert  indicate  that  this  coin  is  readily  available  in  all  circulated  grades.  In  his 
new  publication  on  the  die  marriages  of  San  Francisco  mint  half  dollars.  Bill  Bugert 
indicates  that  eight  die  marriages  have  been  identified  for  the  1 859-S  half  dollar  and 
that  they  were  struck  from  six  obverse  dies  and  seven  reverse  dies.  None  of  the  eight 
die  marriages  appear  to  be  particularly  rare. 

The  1 859-S  dime  circulated  freely  on  the  western  frontier  during  the  1 860s  and  is 
the  rarest  of  the  four  with  stars  San  Francisco  mint  dimes  for  the  period  before  the 
Civil  War.  This  date  is  scarce  in  average  circulated  grades  but  becomes  very  rare  in 
the  grade  of  AU.  It  is  also  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  Seated  dime  series  in  mint 
state.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  covers  of  this  issue  of  the  journal  illustrate  an  MS-63 
coin  of  this  date  that  is  the  second  finest  known  example  of  this  rarity. 
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The  1859-S  quarter  is  scarce  in  average  circulated  grades  but  nice  examples  are 
available  for  a  price.  However  this  issue  becomes  extremely  rare  in  XF  and  higher 
grades  and  is  one  of  the  least  available  Seated  quarter  dates  in  the  grade  of  AU.  A 
beautiful  example  certified  as  NGC  AU58  rests  in  the  Eugene  Gardner  Collection 
and  is  tied  for  the  finest  known.  The  current  listing  of  $25,000  in  the  AU  grade  is 
recognition  of  the  rarity  of  this  date  in  high  grades. 

The  silver  dollar  was  not  reduced  in  weight  by  the  Mint  Act  of  February  1853  and 
therefore  did  not  circulate  domestically  with  the  reduced  weight  silver  half  dimes, 
dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars  of  this  period.  However,  standard  weight  silver  dol- 
lars were  the  preferred  denomination  for  use  in  foreign  trade.  The  mint  produced  an 
average  of  only  52,550  silver  dollars  for  the  five  year  period  from  1853  to  1857  and 
supplies  were  nearly  exhausted  by  1859.  Production  of  the  standard  silver  dollar  was 
therefore  increased  to  61 5,700  at  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints  combined 
in  1859  to  meet  the  demand  for  this  denomination  in  the  export  trade. 

Rather  than  ship  quantities  of  standard  silver  dollars  to  the  west  coast  it  was 
decided  to  authorize  production  of  this  denomination  at  the  western  branch  mint 
in  San  Francisco.  The  branch  mint  struck  20,000  standard  silver  dollars  in  1859 
with  the  San  Francisco  mintmark  and  the  entire  mintage  was  shipped  to  the  Orient 
for  use  in  the  export  trade.  Some  of  these  1859-S  dollars  found  their  way  back  to 
the  United  States  and  today  this  issue  is  scarce  in  circulated  condition  but  rare  in 
grades  approaching  mint  state.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  1859-S  silver  dollar  was 
the  only  issue  of  this  denomination  from  the  San  Francisco  branch  mint  before  the 
end  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  most  readily  available  of  the  five  gold  denominations  would  be  the  1859-S 
double  eagle.  This  denomination  accounted  for  45.0%  of  the  coins  produced  in  San 
Francisco  during  this  year  and  examples  are  currently  available  to  the  interested 
collector.  In  fact  the  mintage  for  double  eagles  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  was  more 
than  double  the  mintage  at  the  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mints  combined  during 
each  of  the  five  years  from  1 855  to  1 859.  As  a  consequence,  the  price  for  a  nice  VF 
grade  1859-S  double  eagle  is  currently  only  slightly  more  than  its  bullion  value. 


1859-S  Seated  Quarter  in  a  VF  Grade 


49 


Only  small  quantities  of  the  four  smaller  denomination  gold  coins  were  produced 
during  this  year  compared  to  the  double  eagle.  The  1859-S  gold  dollar  is  scarce  in 
circulated  grades  but  it  becomes  rare  in  grades  approaching  mint  state.  Nice  circulated 
coins  of  this  issue  can  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  price.  The  1859-S  quarter  eagle 
is  an  underrated  issue  that  is  scarce  in  nice  circulated  grades  but  it  becomes  rare  in 
grades  approaching  mint  state.  These  two  gold  coins  are  small  in  size  but  they  make 
beautiful  additions  to  a  collection  of  19'^  century  United  States  coinage. 

The  1859-S  half  eagle  is  a  rare  date  that  is  seldom  seen  in  any  grade  and  it 
becomes  extremely  rare  in  grades  of  XF  and  above.  This  issue  is  still  considered  to 
be  underrated  in  the  higher  grades  and  it  is  a  great  rarity  in  mint  state.  An  example 
certified  as  PCGS  MS62  appeared  in  Part  II  of  the  Bass  Collection  Sale  by  Bowers 
and  Merena  in  October  1999.  It  that  time  this  coin  was  described  as  far  and  away 
the  finest  graded  by  PCGS. 

The  1859-S  eagle  has  the  smallest  mintage  of  the  nine  denominations  produced 
at  the  San  Francisco  mint  during  this  year  and  is  easily  the  rarest  of  these  issues. 
An  example  certified  as  PCGS  AU53  appeared  in  Part  II  of  the  Bass  Collection  Sale 
by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  October  1999.  I  do  not  know  of  a  mint  state  example  of 
this  rarity  and  the  March  201 1  issue  of  Coin  Values  doesn't  even  list  a  price  for  this 
date  above  AU50. 

There  is  an  interesting  similarity  between  the  silver  and  gold  coinage  at  the  San 
Francisco  mint  in  1859.  The  half  dollar  was  the  largest  circulating  silver  coin  of  this 
period  and  its  mintage  dominated  the  production  of  silver  coinage  in  San  Francisco 
during  this  year.  Similarly,  the  double  eagle  was  the  largest  circulating  gold  coin  of 
this  era  and  it  dominated  the  production  of  gold  coinage  during  this  year.  The  1 859-S 
half  dollar  and  the  1 859-S  double  eagle  are  readily  available  to  collectors  in  circulated 
grades  while  both  denominations  become  scarce  in  mint  state. 

The  rarest  silver  coin  of  this  year  is  the  quarter,  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the 
Seated  quarter  series  in  grades  approaching  mint  state.  Similarly,  the  eagle  is  the 
rarest  gold  coin  of  this  year  and  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  Coronet  eagle  series. 


1859-S  Half  Eagle  Certified  as  PCGS  VF25 
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No  prices  are  even  listed  in  mint  state  for  the  1 859-S  quarter  or  for  the  1 859-S  eagle 
in  the  March  201 1  issue  of  Coin  Values.  Exannples  of  both  denominations  are  very 
rare  and  underrated  in  the  AU  grades.  While  the  mintage  for  the  eagle  is  less  than  one 
tenth  that  of  the  quarter,  the  survival  rare  for  the  eagle  would  be  much  higher.  Even 
so,  I  believe  that  there  are  fewer  1 859-S  eagles  than  quarters  but  that  the  quarter  is 
in  greater  demand  from  a  much  larger  pool  of  dedicated  quarter  collectors. 

The  silver  dime  and  the  gold  half  eagle  are  also  rare  dates  for  this  year  but  not 
at  the  same  level  as  the  two  larger  coins  discussed  in  the  pervious  paragraph.  Both 
denominations  are  scarce  in  circulated  grades,  rare  in  grades  of  XF  and  above 
and  very  rare  in  mint  state.  However,  both  denominations  do  exist  in  mint  state  and 
occasionally  do  appear  at  auction. 

The  table  shows  that  the  four  silver  1 859-S  coins  could  be  obtained  in  a  VG-8 
grade  for  about  $1 250  while  the  cost  of  the  same  four  coins  in  a  VF-20  grade  would 
be  about  $3875.  In  a  VF-20  grade  the  five  gold  coins  would  cost  about  $7025.  The 
cost  of  a  nine  piece  1 859-S  mint  set  would  rise  dramatically  and  represent  a  much 
greater  numismatic  challenge  when  the  grade  of  the  set  increases  to  XF  or  above. 
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LSCC  Annual  Meeting 


The  38'^  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  120'^  Anni- 
versary Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention  will  be 
held  at  the  Donald  E.  Stephens  Convention  Center  in  Rosemont,  Illinois  from  August 
1 6-20,  201 1 .  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00  am  on  Thursday  August 
18'^  at  the  Donald  E.  Stephens  Convention  Center.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will 
be  given  in  the  convention  program.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results 
of  this  year's  election  of  officers,  a  financial  report  for  the  current  club  year  by  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  a  vote  to  set  dues  for  the  next  club  year  and  a  report  on  the 
work  that  is  being  done  on  a  new  Collective  Volume  Number  Six.  Gerry  Fortin  will 
be  presented  with  his  2010  Ahwash  Award  plaque  for  his  article  "Patience  and  Per- 
sistence: Building  an  Award  Winning  Liberty  Seated  Dime  PCGS  Registry  Set"  that 
appeared  in  Issue  #1 07  of  the  journal.  There  will  be  an  educational  program  during 
which  Bill  Bugert  will  provide  information  on  his  new  reference  book  describing  half 
dollar  die  marriages  from  the  early  years  at  the  New  Orleans  branch  mint.  You  will 
not  want  to  miss  this  important  event! 

Other  club  business  will  also  be  discussed.  There  will  be  a  report  on  the  survey  to 
identify  the  Ten  Greatest  Seated  Quarters  that  was  conducted  during  May  201 1  and 
a  discussion  on  the  club  project  to  create  a  listing  for  a  Liberty  Seated  Quarter  Top 
25  Variety  Set.  Copies  of  Collective  Volume  Number  Five  will  be  available  for  inspec- 
tion and  purchase.  The  meeting  will  close  with  a  club  auction  of  several  important 
numismatic  items.  Please  try  to  attend. 

The  Editor 

♦ 


Check  Out  our  Website 


briangreerrarecoins.com 

We  have  a  large  inventory  for  all  denominations  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

Brian  Greer  •  LSCC  #716 

Telephone:  (515)  331-3534 
9AM  to  6PM  weekdays,  Central  time 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTVfiEflTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY   


f  I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

[  YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

>  SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 

►  I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 
QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE   DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $20.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $20.00  to: 
Len  Augsburger  •  P.O.  Box  61 14 
^  Vernon  Hills,  Illinois  60061 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  ortwo 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unneces- 
sary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1859-S  Dime  Graded  PCGS  l\/IS-63 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it 
on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  IVIcCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


